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CODE ENFORCEMENT

H-5201 PLAN REVIEW FEES (Trillo & Others) This act would repeal the existing fee
structure schedule for plan reviews performed by the State Fire Marshal’s Office under the
provisions of the Fire Safety Code. It would be replaced by a more simplified fee structure.
Finance

H-5244 WOOD BURNING STOVES (Handy & Others) This act would require the
phase-out of wood stoves without EPA certification in densely populated residential areas. Local
fire authorities would have the responsibility to inspect wood stoves for an EPA certification
label, and to issue notices of violations with copies sent to the local building inspector or
building official. Environment & Natural Resources

H-5347 RAMPS FOR DISABLED PERSONS (Shekarchi & Others) This act would permit
ramps, lifts and other accommodation alternatives necessary for compliance with the provisions
of the “Americans with Disabilities Act” (ADA) relating to accessibility as needed in the front,
side or rear yards of existing structures, notwithstanding the provisions of any zoning

ordinance to the contrary. Municipal Government

H-5392 FIRE INSPECTIONS (Trillo & Ucci) This act would provide that once a building
owner corrects all nonwaived deficiencies identified through an inspection performed under the
Fire Safety Code, then the building would be exempt from inspections for a period of 10 years.
Municipal Government

H-5593 STATE BUILDING CODE (Trillo & Others) This act would give local building
officials the power to grant waivers from the state building code, and local fire chiefs would be
held harmless if waivers from state building code standards are granted. Corporations

H-5707 PLACES OF ASSEMBLY (Gallison & Others) This act would reduce the number
of required inspections and tests of fire alarms, smoke detectors and carbon monoxide
detectors in buildings other than nightclubs and places of entertainment from 4 times per year
to 2 times per year. Municipal Government

H-5732 CESSPOOL REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT (Tanzi & Others) This act would
require that all cesspools be removed and replaced with an ISDS system or connected to a
public sewer system within 12 months from the date of the sale of the property or in
accordance with the schedule previously established by this section of the general laws
(23-19.15-6). Environment & Natural Resources

H-5897 ABANDONED PROPERTY (Coderre & Others) This act would clarify and
expand the types of proceedings in which injunctive or other relief may be granted in matters
involving violation of the “State Building Code” and the “Housing Maintenance and Occupancy
Code”. Judiciary
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H-6031 CESSPOOLS (Tanzi & Others) This act would amend the law on cesspools by
updating the terminology of “Individual Sewage Disposal System” (ISDS) to that of “Onsite
Wastewater Treatment System” (OWTS). Moreover, with the exception of family transfers, any
cesspool used in a building subject to sale or transfer must be replaced with an OWTS or
connected to a public sewer system within 12 months of the date of sale or transfer.
Environment & Natural Resources

H-6322  STATEWIDE PERMITTING (O’Brien & Others) This act would establish a
Municipal Advisory Council on Statewide Permitting which would be composed of one
representative designated by each city/town council in the state. The purpose of the council
would be to develop recommendations to establish a statewide process for electronic plan
review, permit management, and inspection as required by the State Building Code.
Environment & Natural Resources

H-6323 CODE CONSISTENCY COUNCIL (Kazarian & Others) This act would create a
“Code Consistency Council” which purpose it would be to examine areas within the Building
Code, Fire Code, Elevator Code, and other codes that overlap or conflict, and to make
recommendations to resolve any inconsistencies. Corporations

S-121 OUTDOOR WOOD-FIRED HYDRONIC HEATERS (Walaska & McCaffrey)
This act would regulate the sale and installation of outdoor wood-fired hydronic heaters.
Local building officials would have the authority to enforce provisions regarding types of
heaters, manner of installation, and permitted fuel. Environment & Agriculture

S-202 ABANDONED PROPERTY (Doyle & Others) This act would clarify and expand
the types of proceedings in which injunctive or other relief may be granted in matters involving
violation of the “State Building Code” and the “Housing Maintenance and Occupancy Code”.
Housing & Municipal Government

S-373 ELECTRICAL PERMITS (Raptakis) This act would create a waiver of any
municipal rules, regulations or ordinances requiring the issuance of an electrical permit for
and/or inspection of electrical work resulting from the interruption of electrical service during a

state or local declaration of a state of emergency or disaster. Judiciary

S-697 PLAN REVIEW FEES (Lynch & Others) This act provides that 15% of plan
review fees collected by the Division of State Fire Marshal would be deposited in a restricted
receipt account to retain the services of licensed professionals, and to support the training and
education requirements of the Division. Housing & Municipal Government

S-757 STATEWIDE PERMITTING (Sosnowski & Others) This act would establish a
Municipal Advisory Council on Statewide Permitting which would be composed of one
representative designated by each city/town council in the state. The purpose of the council
would be to develop recommendations to establish a statewide process for electronic plan
review, permit management, and inspection as required by the State Building Code. Housing &
Municipal Government
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S-761 CODE CONSISTENCY COUNCIL (Fogarty & Others) This act would create a
“Code Consistency Council” which purpose it would be to examine areas within the Building
Code, Fire Code, Elevator Code, and other codes that overlap or conflict, and to make
recommendations to resolve any inconsistencies. Housing & Municipal Government

S-838 RAMPS FOR DISABLED PERSONS (Walaska & Others) This act would permit
ramps, lifts and other accommodation alternatives necessary for compliance with the provisions
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) relating to accessibility as needed in the front, side
or rear yards of existing structures, including those which have been built-out or converted to
commercial uses, notwithstanding the provisions of any zoning ordinance to the contrary.
Housing & Municipal Government

S-1045 STATEWIDE PERMITTING (Sosnowski) This resolution requests that the
Director of the Department of Administration establish a “Municipal Advisory Council on
Statewide Permitting”. Consent Calendar

EDUCATION & SCHOOLS

H-5004 BOARD OF EDUCATION (Azzinaro & Others) This act would delay the
establishment of the Rhode Island Board of Education until July 1, 2013. The Board of Regents
for Elementary and Secondary Education and the Board of Governors for Higher Education
would remain in full force and effect until July 1, 2013. Finance

H-5055 LOCAL PUPIL COSTS (Walsh & Others) This act would provide that the funds

appropriated by the state for local pupil share of costs shall be paid by the district of residence
only when the charter public schools and the Met Center are performing at a higher level than
that of the student’s comparable district school of enrollment. Finance

H-5066 NOTICE OF DISMISSAL (Ruggiero & Others) This act would amend the
notification requirements regarding the dismissal, suspension or lay-off of teachers in the event
of a fiscal exigency or program reorganization by extending the notification date from March 1%
to June 1%, Labor

H-5068 GUARDS AT SCHOOL BUILDINGS (Corvese & Others) This act would require
all school buildings to have a guard on duty as appointed by the various school committees.
Municipal Government

H-5090 CHARTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS (Silva) This act would change the formula used
in granting state aid for reimbursement of charter public school housing costs. Finance

H-5102 CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES (Blazejewski & Others) This act would allow
the parents of children with educational disabilities, who are the prevailing party, to recover
their attorney and expert witness fees when they prevail in an adjudicatory proceeding or
superior court action in matters governing the education of their child with disabilities. Also this
act would allow the state or a local education agency to recover reasonable attorneys’ fees as a
prevailing party at the court’s discretion in certain defined circumstances. Judiciary
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H-5118 EMERGENCY GLUCAGON ADMINISTRATION (Kennedy & Others) This act
would require the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Department of
Health to incorporate into their rules and regulations procedures for addressing incidents of
diabetic shock in children. A procedure would be included for parents to authorize the
administration of glucagon in case of an emergency. H.E.W.

H-5127Aaa 2014 APPROPRIATIONS ACT (Melo)

ART. 13 EDUCATION AID This article would amend sections of the general laws dealing
with “Computation of school housing aid” (16-7-41), and “Eligibilityfor reimbursement”
(16-7-41.1). Also, it provides that the City of Central Falls would be considered an “educational
institution” for purposes of financing or refinancing school facilities through the issuance of
bonds. Finance

H-5138 EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (Finn & Others) This act would allow school
districts to assess students reasonable fees for participation in extracurricular school activities
such as sports, clubs, and bands. The act also would allow school departments and school
committees to accept grants, gifts and donations from various specified entities. H.E.W.

H-5152A FIRE, EVACUATION AND LOCKDOWN DRILLS (Gallison & Others) This act
would establish greater detail and specifications regarding the type, manner, and frequency of
fire and evacuation drills in educational facilities. H.E.W.

H-5167 TRANSPORTATION OF SCHOOL PUPILS (McLaughlin & Others) This act
would require the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education to grant a variance to
require a city/town to provide bus transportation to a pupil, if the transportation is necessary
for the pupil to enroll in a charter or vocational school located outside of the region. Finance

H-5184 POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND FUNDRAISING (Newberry & Others) This act
would provide that no campaign materials, including literature, paraphernalia, and buttons,
relative to any campaign for election to public office be displayed or distributed on school
property, or sent home with the pupils. It also would prohibit fundraising for political
campaigns in the building or on the grounds of any public school. Judiciary

H-5186 TEACHERS’ TENURE (Guthrie) This act would amend the situations in which a
school board could suspend or layoff teachers by including program reduction or elimination or
budget reduction as reasons. Also, this act would move the notification date from March 1% to
May 15™. Labor

H-5203 SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (Canario & Others) This act would limit the
amount by which schools, both public and private, providing special education services to
students from other districts could increase their fees for providing these services. The increase
in charges must not be in excess of the maximum levy which a municipality may increase its
tax rate or levy pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 44-5 (“Levy and Assessment of Local
Taxes”). Finance
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H-5228 SUGAR-SWEETENED BEVERAGES (Ajello & Others) This act would impose a
sugar-sweetened beverage tax on distributors, manufacturers, or wholesalers who sell these
products within the state. All sums from this tax must be allocated to the Prevention and
Wellness Trust Fund established by this legislation. At least 75% of this fund would be awarded
annually through a competitive grant process to municipalities and community based
organizations. Finance

H-5229 CRIMINAL RECORDS REVIEW (McNamara & Others) This act would require
that individuals, who are current or prospective volunteers of a private school or public school
department and who may have direct and unmonitored contact with children and/or students
on school premises, undergo a state criminal background check. H.E.W.

H-5252 TEACHERS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL (McNamara & Others) This act would
establish the Rhode Island Teachers’ Advisory Council which purpose it would be to provide a
streamlined communication mechanism between teachers and the State Board of Education.
H.E.W.

H-5255 STUDENT SOCIAL MEDIA PRIVACY (Kennedy & Others) This act would
establish “Social Media Privacy Acts” to protect both students and employees, including those
employed by the state and its municipalities. Judiciary

H-5275 RESIDENCY OF CHILDREN FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES (Naughton & Others)
This act would provide that licensed child placement agencies and state governmental agencies
would promote the educational stability of children in foster care by considering the child’s
school attendance area when making placement decisions. More specifically, the act would
provide that a student who is in foster care would have the right to attend school in a district
where the student previously resided, if such placement was deemed by the family court to be
in the pupil’'s best interest. H.E.W.

H-5277 ASSESSMENTS OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE (Naughton & Others) This act
would provide that notifications in writing must be provided to parents or guardians of students
identified as performing “significantly below proficient” on any state assessment. This act also
provides that no state assessment or standardized testing program would be used to determine
a student’s eligibility to graduate from high school. H.E.W

H-5318 JOINT PURCHASING AGREEMENTS (Ruggiero & Others) This act would
authorize school committees to enter into agreements with other school committees, colleges
and universities, and the Rhode Island Association of School Committees to jointly provide
administrative functions and services pertaining to public schools. H.E.W.

H-5320 SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER STAFFING (Kazarian & Others) This act would
require in grades kindergarten through 12 that all public schools be assigned at least one full-
time certified school social worker for every 400 students. H.E.W.
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H-5340 SCHOOL TEACHERS’ ARBITRATION (Williams & Others) This act would
expand the scope of the binding arbitration process to include monetary issues, and also would
streamline the actual binding arbitration process itself under the “Certified School Teachers’
Arbitration Act”. Provisions covering arbitration for non-teacher and non-certified employees
would be newly added to this chapter. Labor

H-5342 RATIFICATION OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS (Morgan &
Others) This act would repeal the so-called “Caruolo Act”. This act would provide that
city/town councils must ratify collective bargaining agreements negotiated by school
committees for them to become effective. Labor

H-5359 SCHOOL AID: TRANSITION PLAN (Ackerman & Others) This act would
accelerate the transition plan for calculating state aid to education. The act specifically
accelerates the amount paid (100%) to those local ecucational agencies which receive more
than the education aid they were receiving as of the effective date of the school funding
formula, but keeps the transition plan in place for those districts receiving less education aid.
Finance

H-5375 SCHOOL SYSTEM ENROLLMENT WITH DCYF PLACEMENT (Newberry) This
act would require that, when a child is placed in DCYF custody, the child’s current school
system cannot be changed to a new school system until the medical and academic records are
provided to the new school system. H.E.W.

H-5376 CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION TRAINING (McNamara & Others)
This act would establish minimum guidelines for cardiopulmonary resuscitation training (CPR)
for public school students. H.E.W.

H-5377 USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES (Naughton & Others) This act would encourage
school committees to allow public use of indoor and outdoor school property during non-school
hours for recreation or sport . The act would limit the liability of the school committee and
municipality for claims of loss and injury arising from such use. H.E.W.

H-5389 SCHOOL TEACHER: JUDICIAL RESOLUTION PROCESS (Dickinson)

This act would extend the notification requirements for the dismissal, suspension or layoff of
teachers from March 1 to April 1. This act also would create a judicial resolution process as an
avenue to avoid teacher strikes. This process is essentially a replacement for the current
arbitration method. Labor

H-5405 POST RETIREMENT EMPLOYMENT (Winfield) This act would increase to
$25,000 per year the maximum gross pay any member who retired under Titles 16, 36 or 45 of
the general laws may earn if employed or reemployed by any state school on a part-time basis.
The current maximum is $15,000 per year. Finance

H-5415 RETIRED PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS (Gallison & Others) This act would
provide that, if a retired public school teacher does not have sufficient Social Security credits to
qualify for Medicare, the state shall pay for the Part A Medicare premiums. Finance
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H-5420 FIRE, EVACUATION AND LOCKDOWN DRILLS (Nunes & Others) This act
would establish specifications regarding the number and timing of fire and lockdown drills in
educational facilities. H.E.W.

H-5421 BOARD OF EDUCATION (Ajello & Others) This act would establish an
Elementary and Secondary Student Advisory Council to the Board of Education consisting of
one elected high school representative from each public secondary school. It also would add 2
ex-officio nonvoting student members, one college level and one high school level, to the Board
of Education. H.E.W.

H-5441 TEACHER EVALUATION (O’Brien & Others) This act would provide that the
standards for evaluation of certified teaching personnel would continue to be under the local
control of the municipal school committee, and that the method and process for the evaluation
of certified teachers would continue to be a subject matter for collective bargaining. The act
also would provide that student growth and achievement would count for not more than one-
third of a teacher’s total final rating. Labor

H-5466 REGIONALIZATION BONUS (Marshall & Others) This act would continue the
regionalization bonus for regionalized school districts for a third fiscal year and beyond.
Finance

H-5537 CRIMINAL RECORDS REVIEW (MacBeth & Others) This act would require that
anyone seeking to volunteer in a private or public school department, who has not volunteered
during the last 12 months, would undergo a national and state criminal background check prior
to the commencement of the volunteer work. H.E.W.

H-5551 RESIDENCY OF CHILDREN FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES (Phillips & Others)
This act would make the Department of Children, Youth and Families responsible for school
transportation costs when a child is placed in a different school district by the department.

Finance

H-5574 THREATS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY (Amore & Others) This act would establish
a separate felony for making a threat to commit serious bodily harm to persons on school
property. Judiciary

H-5617 SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION (Edwards & Others) This act would strengthen the
safety standards which must be adhered to prior to using properties previously used for
industrial or manufacturing purposes to construct schools. This act also would mandate that
the properties meet the standards set by the Department of Environmental Management as
residential use requirements. Environment & Natural Resources

H-5649A SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDY COMMISSION (MacBeth & Others) This act
would establish a Joint Legislative Study Commisssion on Educational Due Process and Special
Education Due Process which purpose it would be to study commissioner hearings and special
education due process hearings. H.E.W.
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H-5652 INTERNET FILTERING IN SCHOOLS (Handy & Others) This act would
mandate each school district to adopt a written policy that addresses the use of Internet
filtering measures for computer access in schools. H.E.W.

H-5657 SEXUAL ABUSE AND ASSAULT AWARENESS EDUCATION (Johnston &
Others) This act would mandate courses of study for pupils in grades kindergarten through 8
who will receive instruction designed to prevent the abduction, exploitation, or sexual abuse of
children. H.E.W.

H-5659 KNIVES ON SCHOOL GROUNDS (MacBeth & Others) This act would prohibit
the possession on school grounds of knives of any length which have the capability to cut or
stab another. Judiciary

H-5670 PUBLIC RECORDS (O'Grady & Others) This act would exempt individually
identifiable evaluations of public school teachers and administrators made pursuant to state or
federal law or regulation from the definition of what constitutes a public record. Judiciary

H-5704 TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT (Newberry) This act would provide that for retired
members of the teachers’ retirement system the cost to maintain their life insurance benefit
would be the actual annual cost to the municipality rather than the cost at the time of their
retirement. Municipal Government

H-5743 SCHOOL HOUSING PROJECT COSTS (Keable & Newberry) This act would
provide that, if a municipality or local education agency has an A rating or better with any of
the primary rating agencies, the municipality or LEA will be able to issue and sell their bonds on
the open market without the need for general assembly approval or having the bonds issued by
the R. I. Health and Education Building Corporation. Finance

H-5754 SCHOOL DISCIPLINE (Tanzi & Others) This act would direct the Commissioner
of Elementary and Secondary Education to develop a method to analyze data regarding the
imposition of school discipline, focusing on whether the discipline imposed has a
disproportionate impact on students based on race or ethnicity. H.E.W.

H-5757 USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES (Naughton & Others) This act would encourage
school committees to allow public use of indoor and outdoor school property for recreation or
sport. The act would limit the liability of the school committee and municipality for claims of
loss and injury arising from such use. H.E.W.

H-5759 CHARTER SCHOOLS (Carnevale & Others) This act would provide that lotteries
for student selection into district charter schools may occur in stages, and, if a neighborhood
school, the school must describe the geographic student attendance zone, and the role of the
neighborhood residence in the admissions process. H.E.W.

H-5760 SCHOOL GRANTS AND GIFTS (Baldelli-Hunt & Others) This act would allow all
school departments or school committees in the state to accept donations, gifts and grants
which must be utilized pursuant to the express terms stipulated by the donation. H.E.W.
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H-5762 SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOUNTING COMPLIANCE (Casey & Others) This act
would require the uniform system of accounting used by all school committees to include a
standardized budget process which must include at least 3 years of data. H.E.W.

H-5782 DIVIDED HIGHWAYS (Johnston & Others) This act would clarify the meaning
of “divided highway” as any highway that has been divided into 2 roadways by leaving an
‘unpaved’ intervening space or by a physical barrier. This act also would allow the driver of a
motor vehicle to not stop upon meeting a school bus when a highway is a “divided highway”.
Judiciary

H-5817A CHILD CARE VEHICLES (Diaz & Others) This act would eliminate the
requirement that child care vehicles be equipped with an approved Emergency Airway Kit
mounted in an accessible area, but would maintain the requirement that an Emergency Airway
Kit be provided, although now unmounted, for child care and school extracurricular vehicles. It
also would add a definition for “Family child care home vehicle”. H.E.W.

H-5895 PUBLIC RECORDS (Ucci & Others) This act would exclude from the definition
of what constitutes ‘public records’ documents prepared by school districts to be used in
protecting the safety of students from potential and actual threats of widespread catastrophes.
Judiciary

H-5911 MAYORAL ACADEMIES (Palumbo & Others) This act would provide that a
“Mayoral Academy” charter school’s application shall not be approved by the Board of
Education unless the school committee and the city/town council of each included municipality
also supported the application. H.E.W.

H-5940 SCHOOL SAFETY PLANS (McNamara & Others) This act would require school
committees to submit their annual review and update of school safety plans and school
emergency response plans by July 1% of each year. H.E.W.

H-5941 SCHOOL SAFETY PLANS (McNamara & Others) This act would require all
school districts to conduct school safety assessments in conjunction with local police and fire
departments. It also would require the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to
collaborate with various agencies in developing a model school safety plan to be consulted by
school safety teams. H.E.W.

H-6022 URBAN COLLABORATIVE (McNamara) This act would mandate that the Urban
Collaborative would be treated as a school district in order to be eligible to receive other aids,
grants, and Medicaid revenue to benefit its students. Finance

H-6023 SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS (Chippendale & Others) This act would
authorize cities/towns to have a school resource officer in every public school. The school
resource officer would be a member and employee of the police department which serves the
school, which department also would provide funding for the resource officers. H.E.W.
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H-6062 PERMITS FOR WORK BY CHILDREN (Ackerman & Others) This act would
remove the prohibition on school committees from issuing work permits to children who are 14
years of age for employment in factories or manufacturing establishments. It also would now
allow children 16 years of age or older to participate in any manufacturing or industrial
apprenticeship or internship provided the program complies with career and technical
education regulations. Labor

H-6076 TEACHERS’ TENURE (Serpa & Others) This act would grant teachers who have
attained tenure status an unpaid leave of absence when appointed to certain administrative
positions without losing tenure status. This leave of absence shall not exceed 3 years. These
leaves would not be deemed to be an interruption of service for the purposes of seniority and
teacher retirement. Labor

H-6131 PARENTAL CHOICE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM ACT (Coderre & Corvese)
This act would create the Parental Choice Scholarship Program Act. It would allow parents of
an eligible student to qualify for a scholarship for their child to enroll in and attend a
participating school. Finance

H-6159 TRAINING SCHOOL FOR YOUTH (Dickinson & McNamara) This act would
require that students who are sentenced to the Rhode Island Training School for Youth (RITSY)
remain enrolled in their municipal system of origin or “sending district”. This act also would
provide that these students are also deemed enrolled in the RITSY, thus setting up a dual
enrollment status. H.E.W.

H-6244 SCHOOL BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PROGRAMS (Handy & Cimini) This
resolution requests the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to review state
regulations related to the nutritional content of school breakfast and lunch programs.

Read and Passed

H-6290 DUAL ENROLLMENT EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ACT (O'Brien & Marshall)

This act would provide for the establishment of a dual enrollment policy that would enable high
school students to take courses at colleges and universities. Students so enrolled would receive
credits towards their high school graduation, and would also gain credits at the college or
university they are attending. School districts must adopt this policy by June 30, 2014. H.E.W.

H-6291 LOCALLY-GROWN PRODUCE (Naughton & Others) This act would make the
school health and wellness subcommittee of each district responsible for implementing
strategies to promote purchasing and serving locally-grown fruit, vegetables, and dairy
products. H.E.W.

H-6333 PURCHASE AND USE OF TEXTBOOKS (O’'Brien & Amore) This joint resolution

reinstate the life and extend the reporting and expiration dates of the Special Legislative
Commission to Study the Purchase and Use of Textbooks in Public Schools. H.E.W.
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S-2 BOARD OF EDUCATION (Gallo & Others) This act would extend the transition
period for restructuring the newly created Board of Education from an effective date of January
1, 2013, to March 7, 2013. Immediate Consideration

S-12 DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE OF SEX (Gallo & Others) This act would permit
schools to provide activities for students of one sex (for example father-daughter / mother-son
activities) provided that reasonably comparative activities are provided for students of the other
sex. Education

S-13 LOCAL PUPIL COSTS (Algiere & Rumsey) This act would provide that the funds
appropriated by the state for local pupil costs shall be paid by the district of residence only
when the charter public schools and the Met Center are performing at a higher level than that
of the student’s comparable district school of enroliment. Education

S-14Aaa  FIRE, EVACUATION AND LOCKDOWN DRILLS (Dipalma & Others) This act
would establish greater detail and specifications regarding the type, manner, and frequency of
fire and evacuation drills in educational facilities. Education

S-49 NOTICE OF DISMISSAL (DiPalma & Others) This act would amend the
notification requirements regarding the dismissal, suspension or lay-off of teachers in the event
of a fiscal exigency or program reorganization by extending the notification date from March 1%
to June 1%, Labor

S-112 EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (DiPalma) This act would allow school
districts to assess students reasonable fees for participation in extracurricular school activities
such as sports, clubs, and bands. The act also would allow school departments and school
committees to accept grants, gifts and donations from various specified entities. Education

S-113 MUSICAL PERFORMANCE EDUCATION (Picard) This act would require that
all children attending secondary public schools, or any other secondary schools managed or
controlled by the state, have available to them in these schools instruction in musical
performance education. Education

S-114 SCHOOL BUS MONITORS (Picard and Pearson) This act would remove the
requirement that bus monitors, in addition to the bus drivers, be on school buses by allowing
school committees to have discretion to utilize, authorize, or employ school bus monitors.
Education

S-115 BOARD OF EDUCATION ACT (Hodgson & Others) This act would extend the
transition period for restructuring the newly created Board of Education from an effective date
of January 1, 2013, to March 7,2013, and upon approval of a final plan for the permanent
administrative structure for elementary, secondary, and higher education by the General
Assembly and the Governor. Education
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S-116 SCHOOL YEAR (Picard) This act would allow school districts to use longer
school days to educate students, and to so in less than 180 days as long as the total amount of
school hours is a minimum of 1080 school hours per school year. Education

S-117 ANNUAL ASSESSMENTS OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE (Metts & Others)
This act would provide that notifications in writing must be provided to parents or guardians of
students identified as performing “significantly below proficient” on any state assessment. This
act also provides that no state assessment or standardized testing would be used to determine
a student’s eligibility to graduate from high school. Education

S-118 TEACHERS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL (Gallo & Others) This act would establish
the Rhode Island Teachers’ Advisory Council which purpose it would be to provide a
streamlined communication mechanism between teachers and the State Board of Education .
Education

S-144 CRIMINAL RECORDS REVIEW (Picard & Pearson) This act would require that
anyone seeking to volunteer in a private or public school department, who has not volunteered
during the last 12 months, would undergo a national and state criminal background check prior
to the commencement of the volunteer work. Judiciary

S-150 TEACHERS’ RIGHT TO WORK (Kettle) This act would enact the “Teachers’
Right to Work Act”, which makes union membership and the payment of union dues voluntary.
Each teacher would have the right to bargain independently with the employing educational
institution or school system Labor

S-176 ADVERTISING SPACE ON SCHOOL BUSES (Gallo & Others) This act would
authorize school committees to sell advertising space on school buses. Education

S-180 SCHOOL AID: LOW-INCOME HOUSING (Picard) This act would amend the
formula for calculation of the permanent foundation education aid to school districts. This act
would make an adjustment based upon the number of students residing in qualified low-
income housing. Finance

S-188 SCHOOL AID: TRANSITION PLAN (Pearson & Others) This act would
accelerate the transition plan for state aid to education. The act specifically accelerates the
amounts (100%) paid to those local educational agencies which receive more than the
education aid the local education agency was receiving as of the effective date of the school
funding formula, but keeps the transition plan in place for those districts receiving less
education aid. Finance

S-191 CHARTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS (Doyle & Others) This act would change the

formula used in granting state aid for reimbursement of charter public school housing costs.
Finance
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S-219 POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND FUNDRAISING (Bates & Others) This act would
provide that no campaign materials, including literature, paraphernalia, and buttons, relative to
any campaign for election to public office be displayed or distributed on school property, or
sent home with the pupils. It also would prohibit fundraising for political campaigns in the
building or on the grounds of any public school. Judiciary

S-262 SCHOOL HOUSING AID (Pearson & Picard) This act would provide that, if a
community’s school department undertakes repairs eligible for school housing aid
reimbursement and funds such repairs from the school district’'s budget, as opposed to the
community’s municipal budget, then the reimbursement aid would be paid directly to the
school department. Finance

S-311 RESIDENCY OF CHILDREN FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES (Cool Rumsey &
Others) This act would provide that licensed child placement agencies and state governmental
agencies would promote the educational stability of children in foster care by considering the
child’s school attendance area when making placement decisions. More specifically, the act
would provide that a student who is in foster care would have the right to attend school in a
district where the student previously resided, if such placement was deemed by the family
court to be in the pupil’s best interest. Education

S-312 MAYORAL ACADEMIES (Lombardi & Others) This act would provide that a
“Mayoral Academy” charter school’s application shall not be approved by the Board of
Education unless the school committee and the city/town council of each included municipality
also supported the application. Education

S-318 CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION TRAINING (Doyle & Others)
This act would establish minimum guidelines for cardiopulmonary resuscitation training (CPR)
for public school students. Health & Human Services

S-331 OPEN MEETINGS: SCHOOL COMMITTEES (Raptakis & Others) This act
would amend the open meetings law by permitting school committees to satisfy the publication
requirements regarding their meetings through publication on a website maintained by the
school committee as well as by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the school
district. Publication either in a newspaper and/or in the electronic format is deemed sufficient.
Judiciary

S-332 CRIMINAL RECORDS REVIEW (McCaffrey) This act would exempt persons
mentoring students as part of a student proficiency-based graduation requirement or a student
internship associated with a student’s academic program from the requirement of criminal
records review. Judiciary
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S-335 CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES (Gallo & Others) This act would allow the
parents of children with educational disabilities, who are the prevailing party, to recover their
attorney and expert witness fees when they prevail in an adjudicatory proceeding or superior
court action in matters governing the education of their child with disabilities. Also this act
would allow the state or a local education agency to recover reasonable attorneys’ fees as a
prevailing party at the court’s discretion in certain defined circumstances. Judiciary

S-347 CRIMINAL RECORDS REVIEW (McCaffrey) This act would require that
individuals who are current or prospective volunteers of a private or public school department,
and who may have direct and unmonitored contact with children and students on school
premises undergo a state criminal background check. Judiciary

S-364 RESPONSIBLE CONTRACT RESOLUTION ACT (McCaffrey & Satchell) This
act would provide procedures and timetables in the bargaining process between teachers and
non-teacher employees and school committees. If an agreement cannot be reached then the
parties would proceed to binding arbitration on unresolved issues including the expenditure of
money. Certified public school teachers cannot participate in a strike. Labor

S-369 PUBLIC RECORDS (Lombardi & Others) This act would exclude from the
definition of what constitutes ‘public records’ documents prepared by school districts to be used
in protecting the safety of students from potential and actual threats of widespread
catastrophes. Education

S-370 SCHOOL SYSTEM ENROLLMENT WITH DCYF PLACEMENT (O’'Neill &
Others) This act would require that, when a child is placed in DCYF custody, the child’s current
school system cannot be changed to a new school system until the medical and academic
records are provided to the new school system. Education

S-440 USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES (DiPalma & Others) This act would encourage
school committees to allow public use of indoor and outdoor school property for recreation or
sport. The act would limit the liability of the school committee and municipality for claims of
loss and injury arising from such use. Education

S-441 JOINT PURCHASING AGREEMENTS (DiPalma & Others) This act would
authorize school committees to enter into agreements with other school committees, colleges ,
and the Rhode Island Association of School Committees to jointly provide administrative
functions and services pertaining to public schools. Education

S-493 STUDENT SOCIAL MEDIA PRIVACY (Ruggerio & Others) This act would
establish “Social Media Privacy Acts” to protect both students and employees, including those
employed by the state and its municipalities. Judiciary

S-496 SEXUAL ABUSE AND ASSAULT AWARENESS EDUCATION (Doyle & Others)
This act would mandate courses of study for pupils in grades kindergarten through 8 who will
receive instruction designed to prevent the abduction, exploitation, or sexual abuse of children.
Education
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S-509 SCHOOL DISCIPLINE (Goodwin) This act would direct the Commissioner of
Elementary and Secondary Education to develop a method to analyze data regarding the
imposition of school discipline, focusing on whether the discipline imposed has a
disproportionate impact on students based on race or ethnicity. Education

S-510 SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOUNTING COMPLIANCE (Jabour & Others) This act
would require the Board of Education, at the request of the Commissioner, to hold a hearing on
whether to authorize the Commissioner to withhold the distribution of state aid to a school
district for its failure to install and maintain the uniform system of accounting. Education

S-513 LOCALLY-GROWN PRODUCE (Lombardo & Others) This act would make the
school health and wellness subcommittee of each district responsible for implementing
strategies to promote purchasing and serving locally-grown fruits, vegetables, and dairy
products. Education

S-514 SCHOOL FINANCES OR ACCOUNTING (Hodgson) This act would amend the
general powers and duties of school committees. The act also would add a member to the
State Advisory Council on School Finances — the Chief of the Department of Revenue’s Division
of Municipal Finance, which Division would conduct periodic reviews and analysis of school
revenues and expenses. Also, the act would repeal the school committee’s right to seek
additional appropriations by bringing an action in Superior Court. Education

S-520 SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION (Pichardo) This act would strengthen the safety
standards which must be adhered to prior to using properties previously used for industrial or
manufacturing purposes to construct schools. This act also would mandate that the properties
meet the standards set by the Department of Environmental Management as residential use
requirements. Environment & Agriculture

S-523 PUBLIC HOUSING STUDENTS (Picard) This act would repeal the provisions of
section 16-7-34.3 entitled “Reimbursement by the state for conventional public housing
students”. This act would add similar language to section 16-7.2-6 to provide permanent
foundation education aid funding for services and instructional programs for students residing
in conventional public housing units owned by Public Housing Authorities. Finance

S-529 SCHOOL MODERNIZATION AND RECONSTRUCTION TRUST FUND
(Pichardo & Others) This act would establish the School Modernization and Reconstruction
Trust Fund. The fund would be funded through the state sales and use taxes, as well as the
local meals and beverage tax. The purpose of the fund would be to provide a new mechanism
for funding building projects through the R.1. Health and Educational Building Corporation.
Finance

S-530 SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS (Pichardo & Crowley) This act would
repeal a moratorium providing that the Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary
Education would not grant final approval for school construction projects between June 30,
2011, and June 30, 2014, except for projects that are necessitated by immediate health and
safety reasons. Finance
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S-600 DUAL ENROLLMENT EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ACT (McCaffrey & Others)

This act would provide for the establishment of a dual enrollment policy that would enable high
school students to take courses at colleges and universities. Students so enrolled would receive
credits towards their high school graduation, and would also gain credits at the college or
university they are attending. School districts must adopt this policy by June 30, 2014.
Education

S-605 SCHOOL HOUSING PROJECT COSTS (Fogarty) This act would provide that, if
a municipality or local education agency has an A rating or better with any of the primary
rating agencies, the municipality or LEA will be able to issue and sell their bonds on the open
market without the need for general assembly approval or having the bonds issued by the
Rhode Island Health and Educational Building Corporation. Finance

S-639 DUAL ENROLLMENT EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ACT (McCaffrey & Others)

This act would provide for the establishment of a dual enrollment policy that would enable high
school students to take courses at colleges and universities. Students so enrolled would receive
credits towards their high school graduation, and would also gain credits at the college or
university they are attending. School districts must adopt this policy by June 30, 2014.
Education

S-661 DIVIDED HIGHWAYS (Felag & Others) This act would clarify the meaning of
“divided highway”, as any highway that has been divided into 2 roadways by leaving an
‘unpaved’ intervening space or by a physical barrier. This act also would allow the driverof a
motor vehicle to not stop upon meeting a school bus when a highway is a “divided highway”.
Judiciary

S-669 TEACHER EVALUATION (McCaffrey) This act would provide that the standards
for evaluation of certified teaching personnel would continue to be under the local control of
the municipal school committee, and that the method and process for the evaluation of
certified teachers would continue to be a subject matter for collective bargaining. The act also
would provide that student growth and achievement would count for not more than one-third
of a teacher’s total final rating. Education

S-687 TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT (Bates) This act would provide that for retired
members of the teachers’ retirement system the cost to maintain their life insurance benefit
would be the actual annual cost to the municipality rather than the cost at the time of their
retirement. Education

S-767 PUBLIC RECORDS (Gallo & Others) This act would exempt individually
identifiable evaluations of public school teachers and administrators made pursuant to state or
federal law or regulation from the definition of what constitutes a public record. Judiciary

S-774 TEACHERS’ TENURE (Ciccone) This act would amend the situations in which a
school board could suspend or layoff teachers by including program reduction or elimination or
budget reduction as reasons. Also, this act would move the notification date March 1°' to May
15", Labor
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S-800 SCHOOL SAFETY PLANS (Gallo & Others) This act would require school
committees to submit their annual review and update of school safety plans and school
emergency response plans by July 1% of each year. Education

S-801 SCHOOL SAFETY PLANS (Gallo & Others) This act would require all school
districts to conduct school safety assessments in conjunction with local police and fire
departments. It also would require the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to
collaborate with various agencies in developing a model school safety plan to be consulted by
school safety teams. Education

S-889 TEACHERS’ TENURE (Lombardi & Others) This act would grant teachers who
have attained tenure status an unpaid leave of absence when appointed to certain
administrative positions without losing tenure status. This leave of absence shall not exceed 3
years. These leaves would not be deemed to be an interruption of service for the purposes of
seniority and teacher retirement. Labor

S-939 REGIONALIZATION BONUS (Cool Rumsey & Others) This act would continue
the regionalization bonus for regionalized school districts for a third fiscal year and beyond.
Finance

S-950 PERMITS FOR WORK BY CHILDREN (Goodwin & Others) This act would
remove the prohibition on school committees from issuing work permits to children who are 14
years of age for employment in factories or manufacturing establishments. It also would now
allow children 16 years of age or older to participate in any manufacturing or industrial
apprenticeship or internship provided the program complies with career and technical
education regulations. Labor

S-968 STUDENT PERFORMANCE (Gallo & Others) This act would require the
Department of Education to provide notice to parents of junior and senior students who have
yet to meet the state assessment requirement for graduation, as well as teachers and
administrators, regarding high school graduation standards and the process those students
must follow to achieve the proficiency standards.The act also would require the Department to
provide school districts with guidance as to support available to these students, to develop a
state math assessment in other languages as an alternative test, and to encourage schools to
provide students with volunteer assistance by engaging local higher education institutions.
Education

S-970 URBAN COLLABORATIVE (Gallo & Others) This act would mandate that the
Urban Collaborative would be treated as a school district in order to be eligible to receive other
aids, grants, and Medicaid revenue to benefit its students. Finance

S-977 PURCHASE AND USE OF TEXTBOOKS (O’Neill & Others) This joint resolution
would reinstate the life and extend the reporting and expiration dates of the Special Legislative
Commission to Study the Purchase and Use of Textbooks in Public Schools. Consent Calendar
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S-1013 CHILD CARE VEHICLES (Crowley) This act would eliminate the requirement
that child care vehicles be equipped with an approved Emergency Airway Kit mounted in an
accessible area, but would maintain the requirement that an Emergency Airway Kit be
provided, although now unmounted, for child care and school extracurricular vehicles. It also
would add a definition for “Family child care home vehicle”. Judiciary

S-1035 FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN (Gallo) This act would expand the criteria to be
considered by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education when selecting and
approving school districts which will receive funding to assist in commencing a full-day
kindergarten program. Education

S-1047 STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT (Gallo & Others) This joint resolution requests
that the Board of Education reconsider the standardized assessment portion of the state
graduation requirements and consider alternative methodologies. Senate Calendar

ELECTIONS

H-5040 MAIL BALLOTS (Messier & Others) This act would make numerous
amendments to Chapter 17-20 entitled “Mail Ballots”, including allowing all electors to vote by
mail ballot without providing a reason for being eligible to do so. Judiciary

H-5072 STRAIGHT PARTY VOTING (Marcello & Others) This act would delete the
option of straight party voting by means of a single mark in non-primary elections. Judiciary

H-5163 NOMINATION PAPERS (Martin & Abney) This act would provide that in a city
the minimum number of signatures required on the nomination papers to run as a candidate
for school committee would be at least 100 signatures. Judiciary

H-5253 PROVISIONAL BALLOT REPORTING (Tanzi & Others) This act would require
every local board of canvassers to report to the State Board of Elections the number of
provisional ballots cast in every primary, special or general election, including the number of
those accepted and rejected after problems with identification verification have been resolved.
Judiciary

H-5283 RESIDENCE OF THOSE IN GOVERNMENT CUSTODY (Williams & Others)
This act would create the “Residence of Those in Government Custody Act” in order to ensure
that persons in government custody are counted at their actual residence for redistricting
purposes. Judiciary

H-5484 MAIL BALLOTS (San Bento & Kennedy) This act would change the provisions
for the time of receiving mail ballots by the Board of Elections from 9:00 p.m to 8:00 p.m.
Mail ballots would not be counted unless they are received by the Board of Elections no later
than 8:00 p.m. Judiciary
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H-5486 MAIL BALLOTS (San Bento & Kennedy) This act would require that certifying
envelopes containing mail ballots contain a statement noting that the Board of Elections must
receive the mail ballot envelope not later than 8:00 p.m. the day of the election. The present
law is 9:00 p.m. Judiciary

H-5487 MAIL BALLOTS: OPENING AND COUNTING (San Bento & Kennedy) This act
would change the method required notices are given by the Board of Elections concerning
sessions for opening and certifying mail ballots. Notices to the public would be given by
announcements on the Board of Elections and Secretary of State websites rather than in
newspapers of general circulation. Judiciary

H-5496 COMPUTERS BALLOTS AND PARTY LEVERS (Dickinson) This act would
require the Board of Elections to program the voting equipment to prevent straight party voting
by means of a single mark, and would require the Secretary of State to produce ballots that do
not have the option to vote for a straight party ticket by means of a single mark. Judiciary

H-5500 VALIDITY OF BALLOTS (San Bento) This act would eliminate language that
allows ballots to be valid when the intention of the voter is clearly indicated regardless of a
defect in the marking of the ballot. Judiciary

H-5504 RETURN OF UNUSED BALLOTS (San Bento) This act would repeal the section
of the general laws that makes it mandatory for every voter who received a mail ballot to
return an unvoted ballot and its uncertified enclosing envelope to the Board of Elections or
local board before 9:00 p.m. on election day. Judiciary

H-5565 IN-PERSON EARLY VOTING (Blazejewski & Others) This act would create a
process which would make in-person early voting before the actual election day available to
any registered voter. Judiciary

H-5567 EMERGENCY MAIL BALLOTS (Abney & Others) This act would allow voters to
file emergency mail ballot applications with the requirement that the application contain a
certificate setting forth the facts necessitating the application having been eliminated. Judiciary

H-5568A EMERGENCY MAIL BALLOT APPLICATIONS (Abney & Others) This act
would eliminate the requirement that a voter certify that the reason an application was made
for an emergency mail ballot manifested itself 20 days or less prior to the election. Judiciary

H-5660 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS (Ajello & Others) This act would make changes to
various general law sections governing the conduct of elections. Changes would be made to
the election recount process, and to the establishment of the validity of provisional ballots. It
also would make the Board of Elections subject to the “Administrative Procedures Act”. Also it
provides that the Board of Elections must establish a risk-limiting audit pilot program in 5 or
more cities/towns to improve the accuracy of election results. Judiciary
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H-5672 MAIL BALLOTS (San Bento & Others) This act would allow recount of mail
ballots, and the review of precinct cast ballots for voter intent only in cases when competent
evidence of irregularities would support an order by the Board of Elections. Judiciary

H-5682 VALIDITY OF BALLOTS (San Bento & Others) This act would eliminate
language that allows ballots to be valid when the intention of the voter is clearly indicated
regardless of a defect in the marking of the ballot. Judiciary

H-5683 IN-PERSON EARLY VOTING (Ruggiero & Others) This act would create a
process which would make in-person early voting before the actual election day available to
any registered voter. Judiciary

H-5771 TIME OF CLOSING OF POLLS (Ajello & Cimini) This act would eliminate the
requirement that a person must be physically present within the voting building by 8:00 p.m. to
be entitled to vote. Persons in line and outside of the building at the time of closure of the
voting place would be entitled to vote. Judiciary

H-5776 VOTER IDENTIFICATION (Valencia & Others) This act would repeal the Voter
Identification Law (section 17-19-24.2) in its entirety. Judiciary

H-5778 STRAIGHT PARTY VOTING (Marcello & Newberry) This act would delete the
option of straight party voting by means of a single mark in non-primary elections. Judiciary

H-5781A  MAIL BALLOTS (Blazejewski & Others) This act would require that mail ballots
be returned to the Board of Elections by the time prescribed for closing of polling places in the
individual municipalities. Judiciary

H-5783 POLL WORKERS (Edwards & Others) This act requires the Board of Elections to
provide at least one training session to individuals assigned to work at poll locations. At this
training session the Office of Secretary of State would provide an orientation on the voter
identification requirements. Judiciary

H-5831 VOTING DISTRICT MONITORS (Amore & Ackerman) This act would add the
position of district monitor to the list of election officials appointed by the local canvassing
authority at least 35 days before a general election, and assigned only to polling places in
excess of 1,900 eligible voters. It also would specify the duties to be performed by the district
monitor. Judiciary

H-6041 VOTER CHOICE STUDY COMMISSION (Blazejewski) This act would change
the date when the Voter Choice Study Commission report is due from May 1, 2013 to
November 1,2013. Judiciary

H-6161 LOCAL TERMS OF OFFICE (Palangio & Others) This act would create a uniform

term of office for all local elected officials of 4 years, unless a city/town governing body votes
not to follow the manadatory 4 year term for its local elected officials. Municipal Government
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S-39 COMPUTER BALLOTS AND PARTY LEVERS (Bates & Others) This act would
require the Board of Elections to program the voting equipment to prevent straight party voting
by means of a single mark, and would require the Secretary of State to produce ballots that do
not have the option to vote for a straight party ticket by means of a single mark. Judiciary

S-44 STRAIGHT PARTY VOTING (Bates & Others) This act would delete the option
of straight party voting by means of a single mark in non-primary elections. Judiciary

S-147 RESIDENCE OF THOSE IN GOVERNMENT CUSTODY (Metts & Others) This

act would create the “Residence of Those in Government Custody Act” in order to ensure that

persons in government custody are counted at their actual residence for redistricting purposes.
Judiciary

S-329 REGISTRATION OF VOTERS: DISAFFILIATION (Raptakis & Others) This act
would reduce the waiting period required for disaffiliation from a political party from 90 days to
29 days preceding any primary election. Judiciary

S-330 POLITICAL PARTY DESIGNATION (Raptakis & Others) This act would allow
non-affiliated party voters to vote in party primaries without becoming an affiliated party voter
by eliminating the language that calls for affiliation in these circumstances. Judiciary

S-359 VOTER IDENTIFICATION (Goldin & Others) This act would repeal the Voter
Identification Law (section 17-19-24.2) in its entirety. Judiciary

S-421 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS (Crowley & Others) This act would make changes to
various general law sections governing the conduct of elections. Changes would be made to
the election recount process, and to the establishment of the validity of provisional ballots. It
also would make the Board of Elections subject to the “Administrative Procedures Act”. Also it
provides that the Board of Elections must establish a risk-limiting audit pilot program in 5 or
more cities/towns to improve the accuracy of election results. Judiciary

S-444 VALIDITY OF BALLOTS (McCaffrey & Others) This act would eliminate
language that allows ballots to be valid when the intention of the voter is clearly indicated
regardless of a defect in the marking of the ballot. Judiciary

S-445 EMERGENCY MAIL BALLOT APPLICATIONS (McCaffrey & Others) This act
would eliminate the requirement that a voter certify that the reason an application was made
for an emergency mail ballot manifested itself 20 days or less prior to the election. Judiciary

S-446 MAIL BALLOTS: OPENING AND COUNTING (McCaffrey & Others)) This act
would change the method required notices are given by the Board of Elections concerning
sessions for opening and certifying mail ballots. Notices to the public would be given by
announcements on the Board of Elections and Secretary of State websites rather than in
newspapers of general circulation. Judiciary
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S-447 EMERGENCY MAIL BALLOTS (McCaffrey & Lombardo) This act would allow
voters to file emergency mail ballot applications with the requirement that the application
contain a certificate setting forth the facts necessitating the application having been eliminated.
Judiciary

S-448 MAIL BALLOTS (McCaffrey & Lombardo) This act would change the provisions
for the time of receiving mail ballots by the Board of Elections from 9:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Mail ballots would not be counted unless they are received by the Board of Elections no later
than 8:00 p.m. Judiciary

S-449 MAIL BALLOTS (McCaffrey) This act would change the date that all ballots cast
at an election, whether it be regular ballots or mail ballots, may be destroyed. The date would
change from the first day of September in the 2" year after the ballots were cast to 22 months
thereafter. Judiciary

S-450 RETURN OF UNUSED BALLOTS (McCaffrey) This act would repeal the section
of the general laws that makes it mandatory for every voter who received a mail ballot to
return an unvoted ballot and its uncertified enclosing envelope to the Board of Elections or
local board before 9:00 p.m. on election day. Judiciary

S-451 MAIL BALLOTS (McCaffrey & Lombardo) This act would require that certifying
envelopes containing mail ballots contain a statement noting that the Board of Elections must
receive the mail ballot envelope not later than 8:00 p.m. the day of the election. The present
law is 9:00 p.m. Judiciary

S-453 MAIL BALLOTS (McCaffrey & Others) This act would allow recount of malil
ballots, and the review of precinct cast ballots for voter intent only in cases when competent
evidence of irregularities would support an order by the Board of Elections. Judiciary

S-553 IN-PERSON EARLY VOTING (Lynch & Others) This act would create a process
which would make in-person early voting before the actual election day available to any
registered voter, with the exception of a presidential election. Judiciary

S-626 TIME OF CLOSING OF POLLS (Sheehan & Others) This act would eliminate
the requirement that a person must be physically present within the voting building by

8:00 p.m. to be entitled to vote. Persons in line and outside of the building at the time of
closure of the voting place would be entitled to vote. Judiciary

S-627 MAIL BALLOTS (Jabour & Others) This act would require that mail ballots be
returned to the Board of Elections by the time prescribed by section 17-18-11 (“Time of closing
of polls™). This would effectively change the current 9:00 p.m. time to 800 p.m. Judiciary

S-653 STRAIGHT PARTY VOTING (Walaska & Bates) This act would delete the
option of straight-party voting by means of a single mark in non-primary elections. Judiciary
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S-769 IN-PERSON EARLY VOTING (Lynch & Paiva Weed) This act would create a
process which would make in-person early voting before the actual election day available to
any registered voter. Judiciary

ENVIRONMENT

H-5171 INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS (Gallison & Others) This act
would eliminate the requirement that the Director of the Department of Environmental
Management must approve an individual sewage disposal system, if the system is designed by
a licensed designer who submits plans stamped and certified. These requirements apply only if
the applicant on the plan for the sewage disposal system uses city/town water, and the
structure is no larger than a duplex. Environment & Natural Resources

H-5192 SCOPE OF ORDINANCES (Chippendale & Others) This act would prohibit
cities/towns from enacting ordinances or regulations which are more restrictive than
regulations established and enforced by the Department of Environmental Management or the
Coastal Resources Management Council. Environment & Natural Resources

H-5264 MARINE DEBRIS REDUCTION ACT (Walsh & Others) This act would establish
the “Rhode Island Marine Debris Reduction Act”. One of the purposes of this act is to minimize
costs incurred by the municipalities to collect, dispose of, or recycle discarded post-consumer
packaging materials. Environment & Natural Resources

H-5266aa NARRAGANSETT BAY COMMISSION (Ucci & Others) This act would reduce
the number of Narragansett Bay Commission members from 23 to 19 due to separation of
powers considerations. It would also reduce the number required for a quorum to a simple
majority. Environment & Natural Resources

H-5357 VIDEO LOTTERY TERMINALS (Carnevale & Others) This act would provide
that 20% of the state’s net allocation of net table game revenue from Twin River be placed into
a restricted account to be utilized by municipalities for the purpose of repairs, alterations or
additions to dams or reservoirs deemed unsafe by the Department of Environmental
Management. Finance

H-5378 COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL (Walsh & Others) This act
would alter the composition and method of appointment of the members of the Coastal
Resources Management Council due to separation of powers considerations. It also would
create the Permanent Joint Committee on Coastal Resources consisting of 8 members.
Judiciary

H-5386 USE OF EMINENT DOMAIN (Walsh & Others) This act would restrict the use
of eminent domain over any land which is protected by a conservation or preservation
restriction by requiring any state or local agency to demonstrate extreme need and the lack of
any viable alternative before exercising the right of eminent domain. Judiciary
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H-5425 JURISDICTION OF D.E.M. (Serpa & Others) This act would prohibit
cities/towns from enacting ordinances or regulations regarding on-site sewage disposal systems
and/or wetland setbacks which are inconsistent with or in excess of the standards imposed by
the Director of the Department of Environmental Management or by the Coastal Resources
Management Council. Judiciary

H-5534 PUBLIC DRINKING WATER SUPPLY (Carnevale & Others) This act would
repeal the current language in the general laws requiring public drinking water suppliers to
formulate a program for the installation of radio frequency reading systems. Environment &
Natural Resources

H-5579 SMALL WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS (Carnevale & Others) This act would allow
the installation of small wind energy systems subject to regulations and standards. It would
mandate specific provisions for municipal zoning ordinances, create a system of fees including
the requirement that a permit be obtained, and make the system subject to a structural and
electrical inspection by a local official. Municipal Government

H-5615 NATURAL GAS EMERGENCIES (Handy & Others) This act would require that
all natural gas emergencies be reported to a central dispatch office staffed by professionally
trained gas dispatchers. Environment & Natural Resources

H-5732 CESSPOOL REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT (Tanzi & Others) This act would
require that all cesspools be removed and replaced with an ISDS system or connected to a
public sewer system within 12 months from the date of the sale of the property or in
accordance with the schedule previously established by this section of the general laws (23-
19.15-6). Environment & Natural Resources

H-5733 COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL (Naughton & Others)

This act would alter the composition (reduce membership from 16 tol1l) and method of
appointment of the members of the Coastal Resources Management Council due to separation
of powers considerations. Environment & Natural Resources

H-5874 RECYCLABLE MATERIAL AND WASTE (Ucci & Others) This act would prohibit
the disposal of any recyclable materials or waste at the central landfill. Environment & Natural
Resources

H-5953 FARM CONSERVATION AND RENEWABLE ENERGY (Carnevale & Others)
This act would regulate the placement of renewable energy facilities on farmlands by
establishing siting and operational standards, which would be monitored by the Statewide
Planning Program and the Office of Energy Resources. Also, this act would make renewable
energy facilities located on farms a permitted use within all zoning districts of a municipality.
Environment & Natural Resources
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H-5986 REFUSE DISPOSAL (McLaughlin & Others) This act would require private
contractors who are under contract with a city/town to pick up trash and recyclable materials
to place the empty containers in a safe and orederly manner in the pick up area.

Municipal Government

H-6019 CLEAN ENERGY (Handy) This act would be known as the “Property Assessed
Clean Energy — Residential Program” (PACE). City/town councils may designate a municipality
as a property assessed clean energy municipality. Homeowners would be allowed to access
affordable long-term financing for energy upgrades to their property with the assistance of
their local municipalities. Finance

H-6031 CESSPOOLS (Tanzi & Others) This act would amend the law on cesspools by
updating the terminology of “Individual Sewage Disposal System” (ISDS) to that of “Onsite
Wastewater Treatment System” (OWTS). Moreover, with the exception of family transfers, any
cesspool used in a building subject to sale or transfer must be replaced with an OWTS or
connected to a public sewer system within 12 months of the date of sale or transfer.
Environment & Natural Resources

H-6049 STORMWATER REGULATIONS (Shekarchi & Others) This joint resolution
would create a special legislative commission to study Rhode Island’s stormwater regulations.
Environment & Natural Resources

H-6099 OCEAN STATE REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY (Blazejewski & Others)

This act would establish the Ocean State Regional Water Authority which would be granted the
power and authority to acquire, lease, manage, sell, contract, develop, operate and maintain all
properties, water and water supply systems which would be necessary to efficiently maintain,
preserve, and supply water for the benefit of the state, its economy, its municipalities, and the
health and prosperity of its citizens. Municipal Government

S-120 COASTAL RESOURCES (Sosnowski & Others) This act would create a
Permanent Joint Committee on Coastal Resources given the authority to provide oversight of
the Coastal Resources Management Council and of the Department of Environmental
Management. Environment & Agriculture

S-122 COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL (Sosnowski & Others)
This act would alter the composition and method of appointment of the members of the
Coastal Resources Management Council due to separation of powers considerations. It also
would create the Permanent Joint Committee on Coastal Resources consisting of 8 members.
Environment & Agriculture

S-214 USE OF EMINENT DOMAIN (Sosnowski & Others) This act would restrict the
use of eminent domain over any land which is protected with a conservation or preservation
restriction by requiring any state or local agency to demonstrate extreme need and the lack of
any viable alternative before exercising the right of eminent domain. Judiciary
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S-314 RECYCLABLE MATERIAL AND WASTE (Lombardo & Others) This act would
prohibit the disposal of any recyclable materials or waste at the central landfill. Environment &
Agriculture

S-406 MARINE DEBRIS REDUCTION ACT (Cool Rumsey & Others) This act would
establish the “Rhode Island Marine Debris Reduction Act”. One of the purposes of this act is to
minimize costs incurred by the municipalities to collect, dispose of, or recycle discarded post-
consumer packaging materials. Environment & Agriculture

S-430 DISPOSAL OF PAPER AND PACKAGING (Walaska) This senate resolution
would extend the reporting and expiration dates of a special legislative commission to study
producer responsibility models for paper and packaging in order to preserve landfill capacity for
municipalities. Consent Calendar

S-601 USER FEES AT STATE BEACHES (Sheehan & Others) This act would allow the
host municipality to share in all beach parking fee receipts, not just daily parking fee receipts.
Environment & Agriculture

S-602 SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT (Sosnowski & Others) This joint resolution
would create a special select commission to determine the future of solid waste management in
Rhode Island. Environment & Agriculture

S-640 SCOPE OF ORDINANCES (Lynch & Others) This act would forbid cities/towns
from adopting ordinances regarding requirements for on-site sewage disposal systems, and /or
wetland setbacks which are inconsistent with or in excess of the standards imposed by the
Director of the Department of Environmental Management or the Coastal Resources
Management Council. Environment & Agriculture

S-672 SCOPE OF ORDINANCES (Lynch & Others) This act would forbid cities/towns
from adopting ordinances regarding requirements for on-site sewage disposal systems, and /or
wetland setbacks which are inconsistent with or in excess of the standards imposed by the
Director of the Department of Environmental Management or the Coastal Resources
Management Council. Environment & Agriculture

S-679 FEES: WATER SUPPLY OPERATORS (Jabour & Metts) This act would provide
for an increase in the allowable fee to be charged for examinations to certify operators of
public water supply facilities. The increase in the fee is designed to allow operators to take the
exam on line at their option. Finance

S-726 RESOURCE RECOVERY CORPORATION: COVER MATERIAL (Sosnowski &
Walaska) This act would remove the prohibition on the use of glass as a material to cover
compacted solid waste at a sanitary landfill facility made available by the Resource Recovery
Corporation. Environment & Agriculture
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S-727 RESOURCE RECOVERY CORPORATION: COVER MATERIAL (Sosnowski &
Walaska) This act would allow the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation to use non-
hazardous contaminated soils, free of solid waste, and originating out-of-state as daily cover
material ai its facility. Environment & Agriculture

S-728 INCINERATION OF SOLID WASTE (Sosnowski & Walaska) This act would
eliminate the prohibition on inclusion of the incineration of solid waste in the statewide
resource recovery system development plan. Environment & Agriculture

S-815 FARM CONSERVATION AND RENEWABLE ENERGY (DiPalma)

This act would regulate the placement of renewable energy facilities on farmlands by
establishing siting and operational standards, which would be monitored by the Statewide
Planning Program and the Office of Energy Resources. Also, this act would make renewable
energy facilities located on farms a permitted use within all zoning districts of a municipality.
Environment & Agriculture

S-900 CLEAN ENERGY (Conley & Others) This act would be known as the “Property
Assessed Clean Energy — Residential Program” (PACE). City/town councils may designate a
municipality as a property assessed clean energy municipality. Homeowners would be allowed
to access affordable long-term financing for energy upgrades to their property with the
assistance of their local municipalities. Environment & Agriculture

S-969 PUBLIC DRINKING WATER SUPPLY (Archambault) This act would repeal the
current language in the general laws requiring water suppliers to formulate a program for the
installation of radio frequency reading systems. Environment & Agriculture

FINANCE & TAXATION

H-5035 ENTERPRISE ZONES (Gallison & Others) This act would redefine the criteria
for certification as a “qualified business” under the “Distressed Areas Economic Revitalization
Act” by creating another exception to the total Rhode Island wages paid criterion. Finance

H-5050 COSTS OF STATE MANDATES (Edwards & Others) This act would provide
that, if during any fiscal year the state reimbursement to cities/towns and school districts is
insufficient to cover the costs of state mandates as reported by the Department of Revenue,
those affected cities, towns and school districts may cease implementation of state mandates
at their discretion up to 50% of the value of the reimbursement shortfall. Finance

H-5088 FISCAL OVERSEERS, BUDGET COMMISSIONS AND RECEIVERS (Silva &
Serpa) This act would clarify the powers of fiscal overseers, budget commissions, and
receivers appointed under the “Budget Commissions” chapter of the general laws. Specifically,
they are limited to dealing with financial matters, and do not have the authority to enact any
ordinance, resolution or charter provision, nor are they empowered to abolish any board or
committee. Finance
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H-5093 EXCISE TAX PHASE-OUT (Silva & Serpa) This act would provide a $6,000
exemption to the motor vehicle excise tax for residents of distressed communities. Finance

H-5096 COMPENSATION OF BUDGET COMMISSIONS (Silva & Serpa) This act would
require that the compensation for city/town budget commission staff must be paid by the State
of Rhode Island from its general fund. Finance

H-5127Aaa 2014 APPROPRIATIONS ACT (Melo)

ART. 9 LOCAL MEALS AND BEVERAGE TAX This article would increase the rate of
the Local Meals and Beverage Tax from 1% to 1.5%, which rate would take effect on the date
that the state requires remote sellers to collect and remit sales and use taxes. Finance

H-5127Aaa 2014 APPROPRIATIONS ACT (Melo)

ART. 9 STATEWIDE SALES TAX EXEMPTION ON ART This article would mandate
that the Rhode Island Council on the Arts oversee the transition to a statewide arts district
program, and coordinate its efforts with the city/town governments.

H-5127Aaa 2014 APPROPRIATIONS ACT (Melo)

ART. 11 MUNICIPAL INCENTIVE AID This article would create and fund a new
$5,000,000 Municipal Incentive Aid program to provide financial incentives for municipalities to
improve the condition of their respective retirement plans in order to provide sustainable
pension security for municipal employees. Finance

H-5127A 2014 APPROPRIATIONS ACT (Melo)

ART. 20 MUNICIPAL ROAD AND BRIDGE REVOLVING FUND This article would
provide for a Municipal Road and Bridge Revolving Fund to be administered by the Rhode
Island Clean Water Finance Agency, which fund would provide financial assistance to cities and
towns to finance and lower the costs of borrowing for approved road and bridge projects.
Finance

H-5127Aaa 2014 APPROPRIATIONS ACT (Melo)

ART. 22 HISTORIC PRESERVATION STRUCTURES TAX CREDIT This article would
add Chapter 44-33.6 entitled “Historic Preservation Tax Credits 2013” to the general laws. It
would allow tax credits formerly issued to projects declared abandoned by the Division of
Taxation to be reissued so as to stimulate and encourage the redevelopment and reuse of
historic structures. Finance

H-5130 PAYMENT IN LIEU (Ruggiero & Others) This act would allow cities/towns to
receive state aid in lieu of property taxes not paid by the federal government for any if its
active military installations. Finance

H-5173 REAL PROPERTY TAX REVALUATION (Giarrusso & Others) This act would

require the state to pay for all local real property tax revaluations which it has mandated.
Finance
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H-5196 GENERAL REVENUE SHARING (Guthrie & Others) This act would require that
general revenue sharing with cities/towns for June 30, 2014, must not be less than
$65,111,876. Finance

H-5246 EXCISE ON MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAILERS (McNamara & Others)

This act would amend the method of valuation of motor vehicles for excise tax purposes by
basing values on the average trade-in price rather than the average retail price. This change of
method would be phased-in over the course of 3 years. It also amends the appeal procedure
by extending the appeal period from 30 to 45 days, by extending the assessor’s decision-
making time frame from 10 to 30 days, and by eliminating the role of the R.I. Vehicle Value
Commission in the appeals process. Finance

H-5248 TAX SALES (Diaz & Others) This act would amend the time frame and process
by which tax collectors must notify the Rhode Island Housing and Mortgage Finance
Corporation of pending tax sales. It also would amend the section pertaining to petitions for
foreclosure of redemption as it affects properties acquired by RIHMFC. Finance

H-5250 BUDGET SURPLUS APPORTION ACT (Malik & Others) This act would require
the state, whenever there is a budget surplus in excess of $20,000,000, to return to the
cities/towns a portion of the sales taxes collected in that municipality. Finance

H-5259 PROPERTY TAX AND DISCLOSURE (Marcello & Others) This act would
require cities/towns, if there is a proposed increase or decrease to the current property tax
rate, to publish the proposed rate as applied to a property representing the median assessed
value within the city/town. This publication must now also appear on the official municipal
website, if available. Municipal Government

H-5260 ANNUAL POST AUDITS (Marcello & Others) This act would prohibit auditors or
auditing firms to serve as auditors or prepare audited financial statements on behalf of the
same municipality for more than 7 consecutive years. Municipal Government

H-5271 MAXIMUM LEVY: FIRE DISTRICTS (McLaughlin & Others) This act would
make fire districts subject to the maximum levy provision (44-5-2). Finance

H-5272 MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX (Nunes & Others) This act would provide
reimbursement to the cities/towns for the motor vehicle excise tax based on the percentage of
total value in each city/town of the amount of the total value in the state, ratably reduced to
the annual appropriation for reimbursement. Finance

H-5361 MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX (O'Brien & Others) This act would increase the

exemption for excise taxes on motor vehicles to $6,000, and would impose an annual 1%
property tax on all sailing vessels valued in excess of $100,000. Finance
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H-5365 LOCAL MEALS AND BEVERAGE TAX (Malik & Others) This act would eliminate
the local meals and beverage tax, and also would repeal both Sec. 44-18-30B — “Exemption
from sales tax for sales by writers, composers, artists” and Sec. 44-18-30C — “Exemption from
or stabilization of sales and use taxes for municipal economic development zones”. Finance

H-5369 MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX (Shekarchi & Others) This act would impose an
excise tax in a flat amount of $600 for motor vehicles that are less than 3 years old, and $360

for motor vehicles that are more than 3 years old, effective for fiscal year 2014 and thereafter.
Finance

H-5374 GENERAL REVENUE SHARING (Cimini & Others) This act would require that
general revenue sharing with cities/towns for June 30, 2014, must not be less than
$65,111,876. Finance

H-5394 ASSESSMENT OF LOCAL TAXES (Edwards & Others) This act would provide
that no municipality shall assess a new dwelling unit at its full and fair cash value until a
certificate of occupancy for the unit is issued. Municipal Government

H-5404 LOW-INCOME HOUSING: MAXIMUM TAX (Baldelli-Hunt & Others) This act
would increase the maximum tax from 8% to 15% of gross scheduled rental income on
qualifying low-income housing. Finance

H-5545 BUDGET COMMISSIONS (Phillips & Others) This act would require the state to
pay all costs and expenses incurred by a fiscal overseer, budget and review commission,
receiver, or administration and finance officer including those incurred with respect to any
professional and clerical staff that has been hired. Finance

H-5550 STATE AID TO LIBRARIES (Hearn & Others) This act would alter the funding
formula for state aid to local libraries. Finance

H-5553 FARM, FOREST AND OPEN SPACE LAND (Giarrusso & Others) This act would
amend Chapter 44-27 entitled “Taxation of Farm, Forest, and Open Space Land” by altering the
method of notification to property owners wishing to maintain the current designation of their
property, enabling tax assessors to save postage costs. Finance

H-5633 RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT (Ruggiero & Others)
This act would promote capital investment and development within Rhode Island communities.
Funding would be derived from the levy of a surcharge on real property not to exceed 3% of
the real estate levy as determined annually by the tax assessor, and from a $20,00 surcharge
on general recording fees collected by the recording officers in each city/town. Finance

H-5706 ACTUARIALLY REQUIRED CONTRIBUTIONS (Tomasso & Others) This act
would require that in the event that a municipality reports a surplus at the end of its fiscal year,
but has not made its actuarially required contribution to its pension system, then the
municipality must apply the surplus to the pension system up to the amount equal to the
actuarially required contribution. Municipal Government
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H-5791 MAXIMUM TAX LEVY AND FIRE DISTRICTS (Gallison & Others) This act
would make fire districts subject to the maximum levy provision and annual financial reporting
requirements. This act also provides that the Auditor General may determine that an
emergency exists when the fire district experiences unique financial circumstances, imposes a
special assessment to enable a fire district that has been liquidated to continue fire protection
services, and requires the fire district to file annual financial statements and property tax data
with the town clerk. Municipal Government

H-5792 QUARTERLY PAYMENT OF TAXES (Baldelli-Hunt & Others) This act would
now mandate that municipalities require immediate payment of only the late installment
(currently the whole remaining tax becomes due), and impose an interest charge only on the
late installment. Municipal Government

H-5804 PROPERTY EXEMPT: PERFORMING ARTS (Ferri & Others) This act would
provide that the real and personal property of non-profit performing and visual arts
organizations that are qualified as tax exempt corporations under section 501(c)(3) of the U.S.
Internal Revenue Code would be exempt from property taxation. Finance

H-5808 EXCISE ON MOTOR VEHICLES: PLUG-IN ELECTRIC DRIVE VEHICLES
(Handy & Others) This act would exempt “qualified plug-in electric drive vehicles” from the
state sales tax, and under this new provision a tax credit is allowed against both the excise tax
and sales tax imposed on the vehicle subject to certain limitations. Finance

H-5886 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATIONS (Blazejewski) This act would exempt from
taxation the real and personal property owned by a 501(c)(3) organization that is affiliated and
in good standing with a national congressionally chartered organization, and provides activities
designed for recreational, educational and character building purposes for children from ages 6
to 17 years. Finance

H-5896 PAYMENT OF OUTSTANDING TAXES (Almeida & Others) This act would
require mortgagees and grantees of foreclosed property to pay all applicable fines and
penalties assessed by a municipal housing court or authority on or before the date a
foreclosure deed is recorded. This act also would allow a municipality to recover from a
mortgagee or grantee the costs of rehabilitation lawfully incurred to bring the property “up to
code”. Judiciary

H-5916 LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT COMMISSION (McNamara & Shekarchi) This act
would change the composition of the Permanent Legislative Oversight Commission on Property
Taxation. Among the changes would be the removal of the chief budget analyst of the office of
municipal affairs, and the addition of the Director of the Deparment of Administration. Finance

H-5930 MAXIMUM LEVY: FIRE DISTRICTS (McLaughlin & Others) This act would
make fire districts subject to the maximum levy provision (44-5-2). Finance
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H-5934 PRIVATIZATION OF MUNICIPAL SERVICES (Carnevale & Others) This act
would establish a process governing the privatization of municipal services analogous to the
present Chapter 42-148 entitled “Privatization of State Services”. Municipal Government

H-5967 STATE BANK (Lima) This act would establish a state bank. It would mandate
that the state and its municipalities deposit all fees, revenues, and grants into the state bank,
and not into any other bank or credit union. Finance

H-6059 MUNICIPAL ROAD AND BRIDGE REVOLVING FUND (Fox & Others) This
act would provide for a Municipal Road and Bridge Revolving Fund to be administered by the
Rhode Island Clean Water Finance Agency, which fund would provide financial assistance to
cities and towns to finance and lower the costs of borrowing for approved road and bridge
projects. Finance

H-6060 HISTORIC PRESERVATION TAX CREDITS (O’Grady & Others) This act would
create economic incentives for the purpose of stimulating the redevelopment and reuse of the
state’s historic structures, as well as to generate the positive economic and employment
activities that will result from such redevelopment and reuse. Those entities that incur qualified
rehabilitation expenditures for the substantial rehabilitation of a certified historic structure
would be entitled to a credit against the various taxes imposed by the state. Finance

H-6111 POWERS AND DUTIES OF FIRE DISTRICTS (Guthrie) This act would provide
fire districts with the power to adopt tax classification rates and operate under a previous fiscal
year’s budget under certain circumstances. It would also subject fire districts to audit of
accounts and installation of systems. Municipal Government

H-6136 REVALUATION CYCLE (Martin & Others) This act would increase from 3 to 5
years the interval of time within which a city/town must conduct an update of its last real
property revaluation. Municipal Government

H-6146 TAX CLASSIFICATION (Slater) This act would provide that for Class 1
residential real estate property any city/town could divide this class into non-owner and owner
occupied property, and adopt separate tax rates that would be in compliance with the
applicable tax rate restrictions. Municipal Government

H-6175 BUDGET COMMISSIONS (Melo & Others) This act would repeal section
45-9-10 of the general laws entitled “Appointment of an adminsitration and finance officer
upon the abolition of a fiscal overseer, budget commission, or receiver”. Finance

H-6192 REVALUATION CYCLE (Malik) This act would increase from 3 to 5 years the
interval of time within which a city/town must conduct an update of its last real property
revaluation. Municipal Government

H-6260 VOTING AT FINANCIAL TOWN MEETINGS (Nunes) This act would require

that at all financial town meetings only paper ballots or stand-up votes be used to tally the
vote, and no voice votes shall be allowed. Judiciary
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H-6262 FOREIGN REGISTERED VEHICLES (Baldelli-Hunt & Others) This act would
require state and local law enforcement and registry personnel to report the presence of
foreign registered vehicles present in the state for 30 days or more, and, if the owner is
identified as a Rhode Island resident, provide notice to the tax assessor in the city/town in
which the vehicle is located. Judiciary

H-6310 BUDGET COMMISSIONS (Melo & Others) This act would create an amended
process to be followed by a city/town upon the abolition of its fiscal overseer, budget
commission, or receiver depending upon whether an accompanying bankruptcy petition has
been filed. It also would require the State of Rhode Island to annually reimburse a city/town
50% of the costs for the administration and finance officer. Finance

S-21 UNIFORM SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTING (DiPalma & Others) This act would
create a uniform system of accounting promulgated by the Office of Auditor General and
Division of Municipal Finance, and would require all accounts of the municipality to be kept in
accordance with this system. Finance

S-31 REVALUATION CYCLE (Bates & Others) This act would increase from 3 to 5
years the interval of time within which a city/town must conduct an update of its last real
property revaluation. Housing & Municipal Government

S-72 ARTS DISTRICTS (Crowley & Others) This act would permit city/town councils
to designate by resolution a separate artistic community and/or an arts and entertainment
district. Writers, composers, and artists residing in these districts would be eligible for
exemptions from sales tax and personal income tax. Finance

S-129 EXCISE ON MOTOR VEHICLES: PLUG-IN ELECTRIC DRIVE