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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this publication is two-fold: to provide a guide or directory
to the larger water suppliers in Rhode Island; and to provide selected
statistical information about these water suppliers.

Currently there are 31 larger water suppliers in Rhode Island. These water
suppliers operate under a variety of organizational frameworks: among
them are 14 municipal departments which are an integral part of the city or
town government structure in which they are located; two (2) regional water
authorities, one serves 3 towns and the other serves 4 towns and parts of 4
other municipalities; four (4) quasi-municipal authorities with their own
governing boards; a total of fifteen (15) special districts created by the
General Assembly, some of which have the authority to levy property taxes;
and other water suppliers such as the University of Rhode Island and the
Quonset Development Corp. and one private supplier: United Water of
Rhode Island. See page 9 for a listing by type of agency.

These water suppliers serve an estimated population 942,000. The
geographic service areas represented by these suppliers varies as follows: 1)
some serve only a portion or section of an individual city or town, 2) some
serve a portion or section of more than 1 city or town; 3) some serve an
entire city or town; 4) some serve more than one city or town; and some, in
addition to their Rhode Island service areas, provide water to parts of
neighboring states. See pages 13 - 15 for the geographic areas and
populations served by the individual water suppliers.

These water suppliers, which employ more than 650 workers, have
281,595 service connections, maintain nearly 4,000 miles of water
mains, and are responsible for more than 24,000 fire hydrants. See
pages 18 - 20 for a detailed listing of this data by individual water supplier.

It should be noted that the year established indicated in Table 4 may differ
from the date the organization became operational; and, as Table 6 on
Historical Developments indicates, water agencies and organizations
certainly existed prior to the date the current agency/organization came
into existence.

Joseph E. Coduri
Office of Local Government Assistance
September, 2007



Directory of Water Authorities,
Municipal Departments & Special Districts in Rhode Island

Block Island Water Company

David Simmons P.O. Box 998

Water Superintendent Block Island, Rl 02807

Telephone: (401) 466-3232 E-Mail:  BlWater@new-shoreham.com
Fax: (401) 466-3246 Website:  www.BIWater@newshoreham.com

Bristol County Water Authority

Pasquale DeL.ise, P.E. 450 Child Street

Executive Director Warren, Rl 02885

Telephone: (401) 245-2033 E-Mail: charper_bcwa@msn.com
Fax: (401) 245-2004 Website: bcwari.com

Cumberland Water Department

Alan R. Brodd 98 Nate Whipple Highway

Water Superintendent Cumberland, RI 02864
Telephone: (401) 658-0666 E-Mail:

Fax: (401) 658-0586 Website:  www.cumberlandri.org

East Providence Water Department

Kenneth B. Booth 60 Commercial Way

Water Utilities Superintendent East Providence, Rl 02914

Telephone: (401) 435-7741 E-Mail:  kbooth@cityofeastprov.com
Fax: (401) 435-7745 Website:  www.eastprovidenceri.net



Directory of Water Authorities,

Municipal Departments & Special Districts in Rhode Island — Cont’d

Raymond DiSanto
General Manager, Acting

Telephone: (401) 231-0510
Fax: (401) 231-7053

David M. Powers, Jr.
Superintendent

Telephone: (401) 231-1433
Fax: (401) 231-1435

Paul R. Bisson
Water Superintendent

Telephone: (401) 568-2224
Fax: (401) 568-9969

Steven J. Goslee
Director of Public Works

Telephone: (401) 423-7220
Fax: (401) 423-7226

East Smithfield Water District

307 Waterman Avenue
Smithfield, Rl 02917

E-Mail: eswd@eswd.necoxmail.com

Website:  None

Greenville Water District

630 Putnam Pike
Smithfield, Rl 02828

E-Mail:  dpowers@verizon.net
Website:  None

Harrisville Fire District

115 Central Street
Harrisville, Rl 02830

E-Mail:  pbisson@harrisvilleri.org
Website:  www.harrisvilleri.org

Jamestown Water Department

236 North Main Road
Jamestown, Rl 02835

E-Mail:  sgoslee@jamestownri.net
Website:
www.jamestownri.net/pw/works.htmi

Johnston Water Control Facility

Lorraine C. Caruso, P.E.
Water Commissioner

Telephone: (401) 231-4065
Fax: (401) 553-8820

1385 Hartford Avenue
Johnston, Rl 02919

E-Mail:  Icaruso@johnston-ri.us
Website:
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Directory of Water Authorities,
Municipal Departments & Special Districts in Rhode Island — Cont’d

Kent County Water Authority

Timothy J. Brown, P.E. 1072 Main Street

General Manager/Chief Engineer West Warwick, Rl 02893

Telephone: (401) 821-9300 E-Mail:
customerservice@kentcountywater.org

Fax: (401) 823-4810 Website:  www.kentcountywater.org

Kingston Water District

Henry Meyer 3501 Kingstown Road,
District Manager P.O. Box 216
West Kingston, Rl 02892
Telephone: (401) 783-5494 E-Mail:  info@kingstonwaterdistrict.com
Fax: (401) 789-7004 Website:  www.kingstonwaterdistrict.com

Lincoln Water Commission

John S. Faile, P.E. 96 Old River Road

Superintendent Lincoln, RI 02865

Telephone: (401) 334-6735 E-Mail:

Fax: (401) 333-1108 Website:  www.lincolnwatercommission.com

Narragansett Water Department

Edward Sylvia, Jr. 25 Fifth Avenue

Water Superintendent Narragansett, Rl 02882

Telephone: (401) 782-0639 E-Mail:  esylvia@muni-ri.net
Fax: (401) 782-0669 Website:  www.narragansettri.gov/

eng.htm#water%20division



Directory of Water Authorities,

Municipal Departments & Special Districts in Rhode Island — Cont’d

Newport Water Department

Kenneth R. Mason
Deputy Director of Utilities - Water

Telephone: (401) 845-5600
Fax: (401) 846-0947

70 Halsey Street
Newport, Rl 02840

E-Mail:
Website:

kmason@cityofnewport.com
www.cityofnewport.com/4438.aspx

North Kingstown Water Department

Susan E. Licardi
Director of Water Supply

Telephone: (401) 294-3331, Ext. 231 E-Mail:

Fax: (401) 885-7373

80 Boston Neck Road
North Kingstown, Rl 02852

slicardi@northkingstown.org
www.northkingstown.org/
waterdept/default.asp

Website:

North Smithfield Water Department

Manuel Alvarez
Water & Wastewater Superintendent

Telephone: (401) 767-4006
Fax: (401) 767-4006

1 Main Street
Slatersville, Rl 02876

E-Mail:
Website:

malvarez@nsmithfieldri.org

North Tiverton Fire District

Jason T. Perry
Superintendent

Telephone: (401) 624-8432
Fax: (401) 624-7665

238 Hilton Street
North Tiverton, Rl 02878

E-Mail:
Website:

ntwater@msn.com



Directory of Water Authorities,

Municipal Departments & Special Districts in Rhode Island — Cont’d

Pascoag Fire District

Michael Lima
Superintendent

Telephone: (401) 568-6222, 568-2133 E-Mail:

Fax: (401) 568-0066

253 Pascoag Main Street,
P.O. Box 107
Pascoag, Rl 02859

mlima@pud-ri.org
Website:

Pawtucket Water Supply Board

James L. DeCelles, P.E.
General Manager & Chief Engineer

Telephone: (401) 729-5000
Fax: (401) 729-5001

85 Branch Street
Pawtucket, Rl 02860

E-Mail:
Website:

decelles@pwsb.org
WWW.pwsb.org

Portsmouth Water & Fire District

William J. McGlinn, P.E.
General Manager & Chief Engineer

Telephone: (401) 683-2090
Fax: (401) 682-1550

1944 East Main Road,
P.O. Box 99
Portsmouth, Rl 02871

E-Mail:
Website:

info@portsmouthwater.org
www.portsmouthwater.org

Providence Water Supply Board

Pamela M. Marchand, P.E.
Chief Engineer

Telephone: (401) 521-6300
Fax: (401) 331-5081

552 Academy Avenue
Providence, Rl 02908

E-Mail:

Website:  www.provwater.com



Directory of Water Authorities,
Municipal Departments & Special Districts in Rhode Island — Cont’d

Quonset Development Corporation

William Harritos 30 Enterprise Drive
Facilities Engineer North Kingstown, Rl 02852

Telephone: (401) 295-0044, Ext. 224 E-Mail: vharritos@qdcri.com
Fax: (401) 268-9886 Website: www.qdcri.com

Richmond Water Supply Board

Leon Millis 5 Richmond Townhouse Rd.
Manager Wyoming, Rl 02898
Telephone: (401) 539-0150 E-Mail:

Fax: (401) 539-1089 Website: www.richmondri.com/

Smithfield Water Supply Board

B. James Suzman 64 Farnum Pike

Water Commissioner Esmond, RI 02917

Telephone: (401) 233-1034 E-Mail:  dpwl@smithfieldri.com

Fax: (401) 233-1075 Website:  www.smithfieldri.com/water.htm

South Kingstown Water Division

Lucien Masson 509 Commodore Perry Highway
Water Superintendent Wakefield, Rl 02879

Telephone: (401) 789-9331, Ext. 250 E-Mail:  jschock@southkingstownri.com
Fax: (401) 782-8068 Website:  www.southkingstownri.com

Stonebridge Fire District

Carl Destrempts 1761 Main Road

Superintendent Tiverton, Rl 02878

Telephone: (401) 624-4486 E-Mail:  board@stonebridgefd.com
Fax: (401) 625-1390 Website: na
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Directory of Water Authorities,
Municipal Departments & Special Districts in Rhode Island — Cont’d

United Water Rhode Island

Stanley J. Knox 17 Arnold Street

Manager Wakefield, Rl 02880

Telephone: (401) 789-0271 E-Mail:  stanley.knox@unitedwater.com
Fax: (401) 789-1270 Website:  www.unitedwater.com

University of Rhode Island

David G. Lamb Sherman Building
Utilities Engineer 523 Plains Road
Kingston, Rl 02881
Telephone: (401) 874-7896 E-Mail:  dlamb@uri.edu
Fax: (401) 874-2329 Website:  wwwe.uri.edu/facilities/utilities

Warwick Water Division

Daniel P. O’Rourke 935 Sandy Lane
Division Chief Warwick, Rl 02886

Telephone: (401) 738-2000, Ext. 6604 E-Mail:  warwick-div@warwickri.org
Fax: (401) 732-0616 Website:  www.warwickri.gov/directory

Westerly Water Department

Paul G. Corina 68 White Rock Road

Superintendent of Utilities Westerly, Rl 02891

Telephone: (401) 348-2559 E-Mail:  pcorina@westerly.org
Fax: (401) 348-0550 Website:  www.townofwesterly.com

Woonsocket Water Department

Carol Lariviere P.O.Box B

Water Superintendent Woonsocket, Rl 02895-4379
Telephone: (401) 767-2619 E-Mail:  clariviere@woonsocketri.org
Fax: (401) 765-2552 Website:  www.ci.woonsocket.ri.us
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TABLE 1-LISTING BY AGENCY/ORGANIZATIONAL TYPE

REGIONAL AUTHORITIES QUASI-MUNICIPAL MUNICIPAL SPECIAL DISTRICTS
) ) DEPARTMENTS 8)
(15)
Bristol County Lincoln Block Island East Smithfield

Water Authority Water Commission Water Department Water District
Kent County Pawtucket Water Cumberland Greenville
Water Authority Supply Board Water Department Water District

Providence Water East Providence Harrisville
Supply Board Water Department Fire District
Jamestown Kingston
Water Department Water District
Johnston North Tiverton
Water Control Facility Fire District
OTHER Narragansett Pascoag
(2 Water Department Fire District
Quonset Newport Portsmouth

Development Corp.

Water Department

Water & Fire District

University of North Kingstown Stonebridge
Rhode Island Water Department Fire District
North Smithfield
Water Department
Richmond
Water Supply Board
Smithfield
Water Supply Board *
PRIVATE South Kingstown
D Water Department
United Water Warwick
Rhode Island Water Department

Westerly
Water Department

Woonsocket
Water Department

* Town Council Serves As




TABLE 2 - GOVERNING BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, COUNCILS and EMPLOYEES

WATER GOVERNING NUMBER MANNER NUMBER
SUPPLIER BODY OF OF OF
MEMBERS SELECTION EMPLOYEES
Block Island Board of Water 5+2 Appointed by the 5
Water Company Commissioners Alternates Town Council
Bristol County Board of 9 3 Appointed by 36
Water Authority Directors Each Town Council
Cumberland Cumberland 7 Elected 14
Water Department Town Council
East Providence East Providence 5 Elected 27
Water Department City Council
East Smithfield Board of 5+2 Elected by 4
Water District Directors ex officio District Taxpayers
Greenville Executive 7 Elected by 4
Water District Committee District Taxpayers
Harrisville Operations 7 Elected by 4
Fire District Committee District Taxpayers
Jamestown Bd. of Water & Sewer 7 Elected 3
Water Department Commissioners *
Johnston Water Johnston 5 Elected 2
Control Facility Town Council
Kent County Board of 5 Appointed by Councils of 34
Water Authority Directors City/Towns Served
Kingston Board of 5 Elected by 4
Water District Commissioners District Taxpayers
Lincoln Board of 5 Quialified Electors of 13

Water Comm.

Water Commissioners

Town of Lincoln
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TABLE 2-GOVERNING BDS, COMMISSIONS, COUNCILS & EMPLOYEES-CONT’D

WATER GOVERNING NUMBER OF MANNER NUMBER
SUPPLIER BODY MEMBERS OF OF
SELECTION EMPLOYEES
Narragansett Narragansett 5 Elected 5
Water Department Town Council
Newport Newport 7 Elected 41
Water Department City Council
North Kingstown North Kingstown 5 Elected 15
Water Department Town Council
North Smithfield Bd. of Water 5 Elected 2
Water Department Commissioners *
North Tiverton Board of 9 Elected by 6
Fire District Direcctors District Taxpayers
Pascoag Bd. of Utility 7 Elected by 1
Fire District Commissioners District Rate Payers
Pawtucket Water Board of 6 4 Appointed by Mayor 53
Supply Board Directors 1 by City Council
City Finance Director
Portsmouth Water & Administrative 7 Elected by Registered 10
Fire District Board Voters of the District
Providence Water Board of 7 4 Appointed by Mayor 266
Supply Board Directors 2 by Council President
City Finance Director
Quonset Development Board of 8 4 Appointed by Governor 4
Corporation Directors 2 by No. K. Town Council
2 No. K. Residents by
Governor; EDC Director
Richmond Richmond Water 5 Elected 1
Water Department Supply Board
Smithfield Water Smithfield Water 5 Elected 3
Department Supply Board *
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TABLE 2-GOVERNING BDS, COMMISSIONS, COUNCILS & EMPLOYEES-CONT’D

WATER GOVERNING NUMBER OF MANNER NUMBER
SUPPLIER BODY MEMBERS OF OF
SELECTION EMPLOYEES
South Kingstown South Kingstown 5 Elected 2
Water Department Town Council
Stonebridge Administrative 7 Elected by Qualified 5
Fire District Board Voters of the District
United Water N/A N/A N/A 10
Rhode Island Private Company Private Company
University of N/A N/A N/A 4
Rhode Island State University State University
Warwick Warwick 9 Elected 32
Water Department City Council
Westerly Westerly 7 Elected 32
Water Department Town Council
Woonsocket Woonsocket 7 Elected 32
Water Department City Council
e Town Council Sits As 674
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TABLE 3 - GEOGRAPHIC AREAS & POPULATIONS SERVED

WATER GEOGRAPHIC AREA POPULATION
SUPPLIER SERVED SERVED
Block Island Commercial District of Old Harbor 250
Water Company
Bristol County Towns of Barrington, Bristol & Warren 50,648
Water Authority
The northern part of the Town of 21,000
Cumberland Cumberland, including the villages of
Water Department Ashton, Berkley, Diamond Hill, Arnold
Mills and Grants Mills.
East Providence City of East Providence 48,688
Water Department
East Smithfield The villages of Esmond and Georgiaville in 6,000
Water District the Town of Smithfield and the village of
Greystone in the Town of North Providence.
Greenville The village of Greenville in the Town of 9,000
Water District Smithfield and a small section in the Town
of Johnston.
Harrisville The village of Harrisville in the Town of 2,700
Fire District Burrillville and parts of the Oakland-
Mapleville area of town.
Jamestown The village area of the Town of Jamestown 3,168
Water Department and the Beavertail section of town.
Johnston Water The area of town west of Interstate 295. 4,973
Control Facility
The Towns of West Warwick, Coventry, 65,000
Kent County East Greenwich and West Greenwich as well
Water Authority as parts of Cranston, Warwick, Scituate and
North Kingstown.
Kingston The villages of Kingston and West Kingston 3.800
Water District in the Town of South Kingstown.
Lincoln The Town of Lincoln. 19,000

Water Commission
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TABLE 3 - GEOGRAPHIC AREAS & POPULATIONS SERVED - CONT’D

WATER GEOGRAPHIC AREA POPULATION
SUPPLIER SERVED SERVED
Narragansett Portions of the south end and portions of 12,794
Water Department the north end of the Town of Narragansett
Newport City of Newport and Town of Middletown 35,000
Water Department as well as parts of the Town of Portsmouth.
North Kingstown Town of North Kingstown and parts of the 24,716
Water Department Town of Narragansestt
North Smithfield The villages of Slatersville and Forestdale 1,550
Water Department in the Town of North Smithfield
North Tiverton The North Tiverton section of the Town of 9,400
Fire District Tiverton
Pascoag The village of Pascoag in the Town of 3,000
Fire District Burrillville
Pawtucket Water The cities of Pawtucket and Central Falls 99,200
Supply Board and the Valley Falls section of the Town of
Cumberland
Portsmouth Water & Most of the Town of Portsmouth 16,500
Fire District
Providence Water Providence, Cranston, North Providence 300,000
Supply Board and parts of the Town of Johnston.
Quonset Development Quonset Business Park in the Town of 7,000
Corporation North Kingstown.
Richmond Avreas of the village of Wyoming in the 2,000
Water Department Town of Richmond and parts of Hope
Valley.
Smithfield Water The entire northern and eastern section of 9,200

Department

the Town of Smithfield and part of the
Town of North Providence.
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TABLE 3 - GEOGRAPHIC AREAS & POPULATIONS SERVED - CONT’D

WATER GEOGRAPHIC AREA POPULATION
SUPPLIER SERVED SERVED
The South Shore area (south of Rte 1 from 4,353
South Kingstown Green Hill to East Matunuck, including
Water Department Perryville) and the Middlebridge area of the
Town of South Kingstown.
Stonebridge The Stone Bridge section in the north 2,300
Fire District central and northwest portion of the Town
of Tiverton.
United Water Portions of the Towns of South Kingstown 19,500
Rhode Island and Narragansett, including the villages of
Peace Dale, Wakefield and Point Judith.
The Kingston Campus of the University of 14,000
University of Rhode Island and the surrounding area
Rhode Island owned by the University and used for sup-
port and other facilities of the University.
Warwick The entire City of Warwick north and east 75,511
Water Department of Apponaug, and Potowomut Neck
The majority of the Town of Westerly 29,153
including, in part or whole, the villages of
Westerly Watch Hill, Weekapaug, Misquamicut,
Water Department Bradford, Dunn’s Corners and Shelter
Harbor, as well as the majority of
Pawecatuck and a portion of Wequetequock
Region of Stonington, Connecticut.
The City of Woonsocket and part of North 48,000

Woonsocket
Water Department

Smithfield and Cumberland, Rhode Island
as well as parts of Blackstone and
Bellingham, Massachusetts.

15




TABLE 4 - LEGAL/STATUTORY BASIS & YEAR ESTABLISHED

WATER SUPPLIER LEGAL BASIS YEAR EST.
Block Island Water Company 2000 RI Public Laws: 2000
Chapters 18 & 25
Bristol County Water Authority 1981 RI Public Laws: 1984
Chapter 102
Cumberland Water Department RI Acts & Resolves 1893
Chapter 1254 pps. 361-364
East Providence Water Department RI Acts & Resolves 1928
Chapter 1266 pps. 354-359
East Smithfield Water District RI Acts & Resolves 1934
pps. 313 - 322
Greenville Water District RI Acts & Resolves 1955
pps. 684 - 695
Harrisville Fire District RI Acts & Resolves 1910
Chapter 637 pps. 229 - 234
Jamestown Water Department 1968 RI Public Laws: 1969
Chapter 273
Johnston Water Control Facility 1961 RI Public Laws: 1961
Chapter 122 pps. 405 - 412
Rl Acts & Resolves:
Kent County Water Authority Chapter 1740 & General 1946
Laws of RI: 39-16
Kingston Water District 1990 RI Public Laws: 1991
Chapter 105
Lincoln Water Commission Rl Acts & Resolves: 1955
Chapter 3564 pps.487- 499
Narragansett Water Department RI Acts & Resolves: 1938
Chapter 2638 pps. 269-279
Newport Water Department RI Acts & Resolves: 1933

Chapter 2072 pps. 264-265
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TABLE 4 - LEGAL/STATUTORY BASIS & YEAR ESTABLISHED - CONT’D

WATER SUPPLIER LEGAL BASIS YEAR EST.
North Smithfield Water Department RI Acts & Resolves: 1931
pps. 398 - 400
North Tiverton Fire District RI Acts & Resolves: 1926
pps. 552 - 562
Pascoag Fire District Rl Acts & Resolves: 1887
pps. 65 - 70
Pawtucket Water Supply Board RI Acts & Resolves: 1877
Chapter 530 pps. 148 -149
Portsmouth Water & Fire District RI Acts & Resolves: 1952
Pps. 583 - 596
Providence Water Supply Board RI Acts & Resolves: 1915
Chapter 1278
Quonset Development Corporation General Laws of RI: 1942
42-64-7.1 & 7.4
Richmond Water Department Town Ordinance: 2.24 1985
Smithfield Water Department RI Acts & Resolves: 1930
Chapter 1676
South Kingstown Water Department | 1965 RI Public Laws: 1965
chapter 41 pps. 103 - 115
Stonebridge Fire District RI Acts & Resolves: 1940
Chapter 974
United Water Rhode Island N/A 1887
University of Rhode Island N/A N/A
Warwick Water Department RI Acts & Resolves: 1927
Chapter 1121
Westerly Water Department RI Acts & Resolves: 1897
Chapter 515
Woonsocket Water Department RI Acts & Resolves: 1881
pps. 178 - 182
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TABLE 5 - SERVICE CONNECTIONS, FIRE HYDRANTS
& MILES OF WATER MAINS

WATER SERVICE FIRE MILES of
SUPPLIER CONNECTIONS HYDRANTS WATER MAINS
Block Island 250 36 7
Water Company
Bristol County 16,579 965 232
Water Authority
Cumberland 8,200 (est.) 600 (est.) 120 (est.)
Water Department
East Providence 14,845 (est.) 925 (est.) 195
Water Department
East Smithfield 2,475 155 (est.) 33
Water District
Greenville 3,400 (est.) 370 (est.) 40
Water District
Harrisville 1,132 151 19.3
Fire District
Jamestown 1,390 200 (est.) 20 (est.)
Water Department
Johnston Water 1,640 323 (est.) 32
Control Facility
Kent County 26,360 2,324 388
Water Authority
Kingston 1,100 (est.) 130 (est.) 25 (est.)
Water District
Lincoln 6,600 1,021 133

Water Commission
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TABLE S5 - SERVICE CONNECTIONS, FIRE HYDRANTS

& MILES OF WATER MAINS - CONT’D

WATER SERVICE FIRE MILES of
SUPPLIER CONNECTIONS HYDRANTS WATER MAINS
Narragansett 5,146 384 70
Water Department
Newport 14,784 (est.) 996 166
Water Department
North Kingstown 9,400 (est.) 1,015 175
Water Department
North Smithfield 300 90 6
Water Department
North Tiverton 2.910 400 43
Fire District
Pascoag 1,086 119 15
Fire District
Pawtucket Water 23,000 1,915 262
Supply Board
Portsmouth Water & 6,500 548 126
Fire District
Providence Water 74,000 6,000 930
Supply Board
Quonset Development 160 159 63
Corporation
Richmond 145 20 (est.) 5 (est.)
Water Department
Smithfield Water 1,600 300 (est.) 40 (est.)

Department
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TABLE S5 - SERVICE CONNECTIONS, FIRE HYDRANTS

& MILES OF WATER MAINS - CONT’D

WATER SERVICE FIRE MILES of
SUPPLIER CONNECTIONS HYDRANTS WATER MAINS
South Kingstown 2,714 253 49
Water Department
Stonebridge 1,029 120 2
Fire District
United Water 8,000 588 110
Rhode Island
University of Na 60 6
Rhode Island
Warwick 26,775 1,800 (est.) 334
Water Department
Westerly 11,487 752 165
Water Department
Woonsocket 9,486 1,544 125
Water Department
TOTALS 281,595 24,263 3,936

Source: 1) Water Supply Management Plans 2) Telephone Survey:

20
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TABLE 6 - SOURCES OF WATER & WHOLESALE SUPPLIERS

WATER WHOLESALE RETAIL WATER
SUPPLIER CUSTOMERS ONLY SOURCE(S)
Block Island None Yes Wells
Water Company
Bristol County None Yes Providence Water Supply
Water Authority Board, Wells & Reservoirs
Cumberland None Yes Pawtucket, Sneech Pond
Water Department Reservoir and 4 well stations
East Providence None Yes Providence Water Supply
Water Department Board
East Smithfield None Yes Providence Water Supply
Water District Board
Greenville None Yes Providence Water Supply
Water District Board
Harrisville Pascoag No Wells
Fire District
Jamestown None Yes Reservoirs
Water Department
Johnston Water None YES Providence Water Supply
Control Facility Board
* Kent County Warwick Water No Providence Water Supply
Water Authority Department Board & wells
Kingston None Yes Wells
Water District
Lincoln None Yes Providence Water Supply
Water Commission Board & Wells
Narragansett None Yes South Kingstown, North

Water Department

Kingstown & United Water

* Newport Portsmouth Water & Fire | No Reservoirs
Water Department District
North Kingstown Narragansett No Kent County Water

Water Department

Authority & wells
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TABLE 6 - SOURCES OF WATER & WHOLESALE SUPPLIERS - CONT’D

WATER WHOLESALE RETAIL WATER
SUPPLIER CUSTOMERS ONLY SOURCE(S)
North Smithfield None Yes Woonsocket & Wells
Water Department
North Tiverton None Yes Fall River, MA & the
Fire District Stone Bridge F.D.
Pascoag None Yes Harrisville
Fire District
* Pawtucket Water Cumberland No Reservoirs & Wells
Supply Board
Portsmouth Water & | None Yes Newport Water Department
Fire District
* Providence Water e Bristol County | No Scituate Reservoir
Supply Board Water Authority
e East Providence
e East Smithfield
Water District
e Greenville
Water District
e Johnston Water
Control Facility
e Kent County
Water Authority
e Lincoln Water
Commission
e Smithfield
Water Dept.
e Warwick Water
Department
Quonset Development | None Yes Wells
Corporation
Richmond None Yes Wells
Water Department
Smithfield None Yes Providence Water Supply Board
Water Department
South Kingstown Narragansett No United Water (Middlebridge)

Water Department

Wells (South Shore)
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TABLE 6 - SOURCES OF WATER & WHOLESALE SUPPLIERS - CONT’D

WATER WHOLESALE RETAIL WATER
SUPPLIER CUSTOMERS ONLY SOURCE(S)
Stonebridge e North Tiverton | No Reservoirs (Stafford Pond)
Fire District Fire District
* United Water e Narragansett No Wells
Rhode Island e So. Kingstown
University of None N/A Wells
Rhode Island
Warwick Kent Country Water Providence Water Supply Board
Water Department Authority & Kent County Water Authority
Westerly None Yes Wells
Water Department
* Woonsocket North Smithfield No Reservoirs
Water Department

* Regulated by the Public Utilities Commission
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TABLE 7 - HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS

WATER HISTORICAL
SUPPLIER DEVELOPMENT
Public water supply for the central area of Block Island was once
Block Island provided by a private company which was established in the 1870’s,

Water Company

acquired by the Town in 1984. It was then operated as a Town
department, and, since 2000 has been operated through the Board of
Water Commissioners.

Bristol County
Water Authority

The Bristol and Warren Water Works was incorporated in 1883.

The Barrington Water Company, which was incorporated in 1887,
was acquired in 1933, and the following year, the name was changed
to the Bristol County Water Company. In 1986, the Bristol County
Water Authority purchased the Bristol County Water Company.

Cumberland
Water Department

The Department was established in 1893. In 1929 the Town installed
a pump station, a tank and transmission and distribution piping in and
around Nate Whipple Highway and Mendon Road. In the 1940°s the
system was expanded to Cumberland Hill and to sections in the Town
of Lincoln. In the 1950’s, these sections were turned over to the Town
of Lincoln.

East Providence
Water Department

The East Providence Water System was created from 2 systems: the
Watchemoket Fire District System and the Municipal System. The
Municipal System started as a Fire District in 1891, and then was
operated by a private company from 1895 to 1928 at which time it
was purchased by the Town of East Providence. The Watchemoket
System was developed in 1878 and was supplied by the City of
Pawtucket’s water system. In 1951, the Town of East Providence
purchased all the assets of the Watchomeket System.

East Smithfield
Water District

The district was incorporated as a quasi-municipal corporation in
accordance with Rhode Island Acts & Resolves of 1934. The Act was
amended in 1939 and in 1952. Prior to the establishment of the
District, the area was serviced by individual well, there was no public
water supply.

Greenville
Water District

The district was incorporated as a quasi-municipal corporation in
accordance with the Rhode Island Acts& Resolves of 1955. The Act
was amended in 1982 to adjust the service area.

Harrisville
Fire District

The district was chartered in 1910 as a quasi-municipal public utility.
Water had been supplied by the Pascoag Water System whose supply
and distribution system dated back to the early 1900’s. The entire
system operated under private ownership until 1934, when the
systems were both taken over by the Harrisville and the Pascoag Fire
Districts, which subsequently operated together for approximately ten
years.
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The water system on the island dates back to 1890, when it was
Jamestown owned and operated by the Newport Water Works Corporation until

Water Department

1940, when ownership passed to the Jamestown Water Co.

Johnston Water
Control Facility

The existing Johnston Water Control District water system was
developed primarily from the original water supply system that
originated in the pre World War 11 era. It operated as a “Water
Control Facility” fund since the late 1970’s while serving a limited
few in the Simmonsville area of Town. In 1983, with the aid of a
Community Development Block Grant, the system grew rapidly.

Kent County
Water Authority

Created by the General Assembly in 1946, the Authority became a
water distribution unit 4 years later. In 1950 the Authority purchased
the 3 privately-owned Kent County water suppliers: 1) Pawtuxet
Valley Water Company, 2) the Warwick & Coventry Water Company
and 3) the East Greenwich Water Company. Each of these companies
were incorporated in the 1880’s.

Kingston
Water District

In 1923, the Kingston Fire District and the Bernon LeMoine Water
Company are incorporated. In 1955, the Kingston Fire District
purchased the Bernon LeMoine Water Company, which became a
department of the Fire District. In 1990, the creation of the Kingston
Water District was authorized; and in 1991, the Kingston Fire District
transferred the assets of its water department to the Kingston Water
District.

Lincoln
Water Commission

The Lincoln Water Commission evolved from the combining of
several water systems in sections of Lincoln adjacent to other
communities; i,e, Pawtucket, Cumberland and Woonsocket.

Narragansett
Water Department

In 1938, the Town entered into an agreement with the Wakefield
Water Company to purchase water for resale by the Town through its
new and developing distribution system. At that time, the Town’s
system was to be limited to the southern portion of Town known as
Point Judith.

Newport
Water Department

The original water works in Newport started in 1876. The Newport
Water Works Company was incorporated in 1881, and was succeeded
by the Newport Water Corporation in 1929. Since 1936 the City of
Newport has owned and operated the system.

North Kingstown
Water Department

The origin of the water supply system began in the late 1930s. In 1939
the Rhode Island General Assembly passed an act authorizing the
Town Council to appoint a 5-member Water Works Commission.
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North Smithfield
Water Department

The Slatersville Water Company was originally constructed circa
1930 to serve manufacturing operations and housing facilities of the
old Slater’s Mill. Subsequently, the system was purchased by the
town. As at Slater’s Mills, owners of the Stamina Mills constructed
the Forestdale system [The Forestdale Water Company] for their own
manufacturing operations and company-owned housing. It later
served as the water supply for the some residents of Forestdale. The
original distribution system in Union Village was constructed circa
1930. In 1962, there were 5 separate public water distribution systems
serving North Smithfield residents.

North Tiverton

The North Tiverton Fire District was incorporated in April, 1926 to
furnish a water supply to the north end of the Town of Tiverton.
Originally the District was supplied with groundwater from the Kelly

Fire District and Osborn Well Fields. In 1965, the District entered into a contract
with the City of Fall River, Massachusetts, acting through the
Watuppa Water Board, to purchase water from the North Watappa
Pond.
The Pascoag Utility District’s water system was developed from an
artesian well system that was constructed in the 1800s. The district
Pascoag was chartered in 1887. The Pascoag Water System operated under
Fire District private ownership until 1934, at which time it was purchased by the
Pascoag and Harrisville Fire Districts. Due to the fact that the water
supply was located in Harrisville and the storage was in Pascoag, the
two districts co-existed for about the next 10 years.
Pawtucket Water The original system was established in 1875.
Supply Board
In 1952 the Island Park and Common Fence Point Fire District was
Portsmouth Water & incorporated to furnish a supply of water within the Town of
Fire District Portsmouth. In 1956 the name was changed to the Portsmouth Water

and Fire District.

Providence Water
Supply Board

The original water supply was obtained from the Pawtuxet River at
Pettaconsett in the City of Cranston. The first service pipe was opened
in 1871. The original water works, although owned and controlled by
the City of Providence, operated in the capacity of a metropolitan
system. Upon completion of the Scituate Reservoir, the facility was
turned over to the City of Providence Department of Public Works in
1929. In 1940 the Providence Water Supply Board was created.
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Quonset Development

Corporation

The existing water system was developed primarily from the original
water supply system installed and maintained by the Navy in 1942,

Richmond
Water Department

Originally established to serve residents in the Canob Park
subdivision and other areas in the village of Wyoming, it has since
been expanded into a section of the Town of Hopkintion.

South Kingstown
Water Department

In 1965 a 5-member Board of Water Commissioners was established.
The Board was authorized to appoint a superintendent of the water
works system. In 1971 the functions of the Board were transferred to
the Town’s Department of Public Works.

Stonebridge
Fire District

The Stone Bridge Fire District was created in 1940 for the purpose of
providing a supply of water for the Town of Tiverton.

United Water
Rhode Island

Formerly the Wakefield Water Company, it was incorporated in 1887
by George Alexander, Benjamin C. Mudge, George T. Lamphear,
and Benjamin R. Curtis, with the intent of furnishing water to the
Town of South Kingstown and neighboring communities.

University of

The University of Rhode Island’s water system was originally
developed and continues to serve the needs of the Kingston campus.

Rhode Island The system evolved from serving a small section near the quadrangle
to extending to serve all the buildings and facilities on the Kingston
campus.

Warwick The water division traces its origins to 1927 when a 5-member water

Water Department

supply board was established. In 1960 the powers and functions
granted to the Warwick Board of Water Commissioners were
delegated to the water division.

Westerly
Water Department

The Town of Westerly purchased the original portions of the water
system from private owners in 1898. Prior to that, the system
functioned under the ownership of the Westerly Water Works since its
development during the 1870s.

Woonsocket
Water Department

In 1881 the Woonsocket Water Works was incorporated for the
purpose of introducing and continuing a supply of pure water into the
Town of Woonsocket. In 1885 the Woonsocket council was
authorized to appoint 3 water commissioners. In 1929 the Office of
Commissioner of Public Works was created; the Commissioner would
perform all the duties and exercise all the powers performed by the
water commissioners.
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